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INTRODUCTION

The “International Seasonal (Spring) School: “Abkhazia from the Middle
Ages to the Present (Historical-Culturological Aspects)” is the project of the
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts. It is implemented
in partnership with the Sokhumi State University. The School project is finan-
cially supported by the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia
Georgia (Grants OTG-II-19-176 — OTG-I1-21-080).

The aim of the School is to to create the space where application of up-to-
date knowledge and methodology for understanding the autonomous republic of
Abkhazia — an inalienable part of Georgia — its history from the middle ages
to the present is alive and functioning.

In line with modern standards the project envisages enhancing background
for bringing together and conveying the knowledge accumulated in this branch
of study; against the background of overwhelming falsification and politicization
tendencies it moreover acquires central importance to develop a standing mandate
for setting competency and thorough application of up-to-date methodology as
a working mode of the School procedure so that the School participants have
access to information that stems from reliable sources and this way they can
improve their topical knowledge as well as raise their awareness of the subject
matter in general.

Further, as it sets forth the topical questions within the field of historical
and culturological research of subject it defines prospective research criteria for
it and forms partnerships, this way it promotes integration of Georgian scholars
within the international academic research milieu.

The academic program of the School in synthesis with various other activi-
ties (round table and panel discussions, interactive simulation) covers the lecture
course.

For the sake of illustrating history of the region of Abkhazia the School
lecture thematic included most of branches of the discipline of history: political

history (middle ages, modern and contemporary periods), church history, historical

13



geography, history of culture (architectural, fresco and miniature arts, analysis of

the literary culture) the ethno-linguistic studies and research in the source study

(narrative, documentary, epigraphic).

The material herein was subdivided within the following 5 learning modules:

L.
. From the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” to the Occupied Territory

Terms “Abkhazian” and “Abkhazia”

2
3. Ecclesiastical processes in Abkhazia

4.

5. Abkhazia in the collections of the National Centre of Manuscripts

Abkhazia: Cultural Heritage

The leading scholars of the National Centre of Manuscripts share their re-

search results as well as methodology to the School participants. The School is

an environment that functions as a platform for bringing together representatives

from different institutions (educational and scientific centers) of Georgia, includ-

ing Abkhaz researchers as well as foreign researchers.

The collection herein represents bilingual annotations of lectures given within

the schools. Each topic has its bibliography with sources and monographs.
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B8mbobMgdom §gmMBabo sggbadgon bogMHome s3mamm b3aMgdowsb s sggbadgoma,
6939ms o LaBNMDoYsbm gMmM0sb 530babEMoonm gemgymda — bmbadal
ba8bgmm gobymeggamgdada (Bmagnebgdom — bmbndolb mz@uan/meda/) Bmadznes,
Am3gemoi Juoeobolb ggbgMam-andg@mbs@mml omdzgdmgdems.

B9M3063s  ,,0x3b5bgmn™  dmmo@nn@-s©dabobGMsionma  360d369mmds
333 dgadobs LogoMmmzgmmb ©sdme30gdmmdal semwggbol (1918 6. 26 3s0bo)
3d93ga, OmEgbsi Ladommggmmb ©gd8myMmogonma Mgbdndmonzolb domsgmmdsd
3bm sgbsbgmo Bgdgmmal dbotnbs s LadPAHdaysbmlb Romgmom gEmnsb
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503060b@ Mo 30mm-BgHoGmMogm gMognmoe 5 dosbags 8oL 538mbm3dnals
LEdGLo.

LogdoMmggmmb ©gdmaMedonmo Mgbdmdmoagal ©sdbmdobs ©s of Lodgmym-
dmdg3ngm®o  Mggedalb  ©odyemgdol dgdwgy ogbodgma 1921 6. 3solbdo
FmOdsmn@oe  a0dmboes  ,,008mm300g89m baddgmms  Lmnsmabgn®
MgL3mdmngee, Mm3gmoai 0339 brmob 939889630 9.6, ,bgmdgzmnmgdomo
M9L3mdmnzab® bLEsGmbom Jgzos LodoMmggmmb badgmms bmgoomab@n&o
9b3dmngol Jgdoaqgbrmmdada. 1931 Bgemb 4.6, ,bgmdgEmmgdom™ sg3bsb-
gl LLE aoMenddbs sxbadgmal s3@mbm3on® Lodgmms bLmnomabn®
9b3mdmngo bogdoMmgzgmmb LLE-0b Fgdsggbemmdado.

1991 b. 0939389630 LLE 3033060l ©admol dgdga sgbsdgmo 938mbmdo-
a0 gb3ndmogzol bLEsGLom MRgdMEs edmy3nEgdgma Jomormma babge-
3Bogmb — bLogommggmmb Mgbdndmozob dgdsmagbmmdada. 1992-1993 Brgdol
Lodbgemm 3Mbgmod@ob 3gdwaga, LydoMs@ob@mma8s Mgyndds sxbodgmn ©s-
393000989 Mgbdndmoagew aodmaizbas. 2008 Brob sg30LE™30 Gabgomal
3gegms300b 3og® Ladsmmggmmb 3ndomo gobbmM(zngmgdmmo mos badbyedm
23Mgbonbs s dabo bg3sMo@obEmo Mganmbgdal, ,,edmy3z00g0gm Labgma-
Bogmgdo™ (36mdob dobgosgem, dbmgmom ®sbsdgamdmmds (mncmm-mEmes
RORS-bobgm3bomgmbs s 330D0nd@o@mEmma Mgg08alb godmimgdom) ¢3-
0mmdmE 5m0aMgdl Ladomggmmb babgmdbogmb an@oboogosb sgbsbgmndy,

boenm baogdommggemmb 3mbb@ @300, sggbabgma 33magez nogmgds 538mbm-
3o Mgb3demogowm.

Zurab Papaskiri
Sokhumi State University

THE HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW
OF ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia (Georgian — sggbsbgmo; Abkhazian — Amcubl/Apsny) — The Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia by the state arrangement of Georgia, is a historical-geographical
region of Georgia. It is located in the northwestern part of Georgia between the
rivers Psou, the Georgian-Russian state border, and Enguri (administrative border with
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti) in the south-east. To the west of Abkhazia lies the Black
Sea, to the north it is surrounded by the Caucasus.
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Such a configuration of the territory of Abkhazia was created at the turn of the
17%-18"  centuries. According to the ancient Georgian historical tradition, the north
side of the river Egristskali (contemporary river Ghalidzga, near Ochamchire) was
originally called Abkhazia. Later (from the 5" century up to the first half of the 8"
century) the teritorry of Abkhazia began from the river Kelasuri (near Sokhumi)
and covered the area to Nicopsia (the area of modern Tuapse — Russian Federation).
From about 770-780s, after the Eristavi (governor of a province in Medieval Georgia)
of Abkhazia took over the historical Egrisi, first as the Mtavari (Prince) and then
as the King of Abkhazs, the notion of “Abkhazia” had substantially changed and it
defined the whole western Georgia — up to the Likhi Range.

From the beginning of the 11" century, when the king of Abkhazia Bagrat III
united the whole Georgia, the meaning of the term “Abkhazia” has expanded further.
Since then it has defined the whole Georgia. At the same time, first in the so-called
“Abkhazs™” kingdom (9™-10" cc.) and then in the “Great Abkhazia,” i.e. unified
Georgia (11%-15" centuries), there was an administrative unit Saeristavo (Principality)
of “Abkhazia”. It was located between Anakophia (modern New Athos) and Nikop-
sia. The rest of present-day Abkhazia was divided between the Tskhumi Saeristavo
(Sokhumi and Gulripshi districts, part of Ochamchire region) and Bedia Saeristavo (a
part of Ochamchire region and Gali region), which belonged to the Dadianis (ruling
house first of Samegrelo-Odishi Saeristavo and then of Odishi Principality).

In the 17" century, with the efforts of the Sharvashidzes (the Eristavis of Abkha-
zia and vassals of the Dadianis), Abkhazia gradually formed a separate principality
within the Imereti kingdom. During the same period, the Sharvashidzes, with the help
of neighbouring Jiks, first broke through the fortifications built by Levan II Dadiani
(1611-1657) for the “stopping of the Abkhazs” — the so-called “Kelasuri Wall”, then
occupied the territory owned by the Dadians up to the Egrisi River, and began the
process of populating the territory with the Abkhazs. By the beginning of the 18"
century the Sharvashidzes seized the territory between Egristskali and Enguri too.
From this time the modern borders of Abkhazia have been formed.

During the 18" century, on the territory between the rivers Egristskali and Enguri
a new feudal dominion of Samurzakano was formed. Its rulers were the descendants
of Murzakan Sharvashidze and they mostly recognized the dominance of the Dadiani
Princedom. Tsebelda was also considered to be a separate unit, whose owners the
Marshanias did not recognise the Sharvashidzes as their suzerains. Due to this in the
official documents of the 19" century, the territory of modern Abkhazia was mainly
referred not to Abkhazia in general, but to Abkhazia, Tsebelda, and Samurzakano.

After the abolition of the Abkhazian Principality (1864) and the introduction of
Russian rule, the authorities of the Empire completely removed the term Abkhazia.
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Abkhazia, Tsebelda, and Samurzakano became a joint administrative unit — a subdi-
vision of a military department of Sukhumi (later — Sukhumi District), which was
submitted to the Governor-General of Kutaisi.

After Georgia regained its independence (26 May 1918) the term “Abkhazia”
again gained political-administrative significance, when the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Georgia recognized Abkhazia, including Tsebelda and Samurzakano,
as a united administrative and territorial unit and granted it autonomous status.

After the overthrowing of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and the establish-
ing of the Soviet-Bolshevik regime, in May 1921 Abkhazia was formally proclaimed
as an “independent” Soviet Socialist Republic, which in the December of the same
year entered the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia with the status of a “contrac-
tual republic.” In 1931 according to the so-called “treaty” the Abkhazian SSR was
transformed into an Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Abkhazia within the
Georgian SSR.

After the collapse of the USSR in December 1991, Abkhazia remained an au-
tonomous republic within the independent Georgian State — the Republic of Georgia.
After the 1992-1993 military conflict and the expulsion of most part if its population,
the separatists declared Abkhazia as an independent republic. In August 2008, in
spite of the Russian Federation’s open aggression and its recognition of the separatist
regions as “independent states,” the world community (except for some dwarf-states)
unconditionally recognizes Georgian jurisdiction over Abkhazia and according to the
Georgian Constitution Abkhazia is still considered as to be an autonomous republic.
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900 sg3bobgdo 0y3zbgb;

® 53@¢MM0 ®3000mb 4360b 00 dg@03gm™ BmMIgdL, 56 WGyt oM-
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3mbndms dgbobgd;
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Teimuraz Gavntseladze

Sokhumi State University

LINGUISTIC ASPECTS OF HISTORY OF THE AUTONOMOUS
REPUBLIC OF ABKHAZIA (GEORGIA)

Objective scientific study of the real history of Abkhazia is impossible without
the correct analysis of the linguistic material, which is tightly connected with the
ethnological, cultural and political problems of the distant and close historical past.
Linguistic questions are more pressing as incorrect interpretations of linguistic material
(geographical names, personal names and surnames, social and some terms with differ-
ent semantics...) often lay the foundation to the “scientific myths” about the specific
historical period in this province and about the ethnic identity of the population of its
neighboring regions. In their turn, such false interpretations or based on these forged
facts pseudo theories are often used for the justification of current political goals.

For example, a famous linguist, academician Niko (Nicholas) Marr without proper
methodological analysis registered likeness between some toponyms of west Georgia
with Abkhazian and Circassian words and part of the toponyms of east Georgia with
Chechen-Ingush-Dagestani ones. He was the one, who made a historical-ethnological
conclusion based on those hasty suppositions: as if the ancestors of Abkhazians and
Circassians lived on the territory of West Georgia before Georgians, as well as the
ancestors of Chechens and Ingush and Dagestanis on the territory of East Georgia.
This unfounded supposition without any criticism was recognized by many scientists,
among them: I. Javakhishvili, S. Janashia, Arn. Chikobava, T. Gamkrelidze, etc... as
for Abkhazian authors, scientists and politicians, based on the above mentioned hy-
potheses, they built the ideology of Abkhazian Separatism: they claim that Georgians
had never lived not only on the territory of present Abkhazia, but on the territory of
West Georgia up to Likhi (Surami) mountain range too. This supposition has many
faults and to demonstrate the latter, we resort to one of the specific examples, which
vividly display unscientific character of Niko Marr’s pseudo theory:

In 1912 N. Marr writes about the widely spread family name among Abkhazians
(Apsua) Gubaz; he writes that this surname consists of the following elements: gu,
ba and z, from which this gu is the root of Abkhazian word for a heart — a-gu;
according to him —ba is the ending of Abkhazian surnames (compare Abkhazian
surnames: Ajhi-ba, Aj-ba, Adzin-ba...), as for the particle z according to N. Marr
it must have been the phonetic version of the ending of Georgian surnames dze

meaning “son”. In author’s opinion initially existed an Abkhazian surname *Guba,
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whose representatives in the course of time became Georgianized and the surname
received the Georgian ending for surnames dze, from which only this consonant z
was preserved. They say that this way Georgianized surname *Gubadze was received
from “Abkhazian” surname *Guba, which later turned into a masculine boy’s name;
comp. in V-VI centuries, the name of two kings of Lazika was Gubaz. N. Marr as-
serted that the name of the river in Guria Gubazouli was derived from anthroponym
Gubaz and forthwith stated that the given example proved that initially Abkhazians
lived on the territory of the present day West Georgia and that Georgians settled
there later'. If we consider this statement variable then we should also accept that
Abkhazian surnames should have had —ba endings much earlier than V century and at
the beginning of that century reconstructed and phonetically transformed form of this

word Gubaz should have already existed, which can not withstand any criticism as:

1. No written sources confirm the existence of surnames in the Caucasus
of that period;

2. Even today there are no surnames with the ending —ba in the spread in the
Northern Caucasus Abaza dialects (exceptions are 14 surnames, which also have
the ending —aa, denoting the plural number and these versions are more organic.
As for the ending —ba, these surnames received this ending in the 20-30" of
XX century when the representatives of these surnames were forcefully resettled
to Abkhazia). Even more, in the official lists of forcefully migrated Abkhazians
to Turkey by Russia in 1867, there are not any surnames with ending —ba and
neither of them coincide with the present day models. This means that majority
of Abkhazian surnames did not have the ending -ba at that time yet.

3. The word Gubaz-i is widely used in Mingrelian speech and means
“easy-going, free”. Thus the word would more easily become a masculine boy

name, rather then the word that denotes a heart?.

It means that N. Marr arbitrarily divided the word at its “component parts” and
ascribed it to the Abkhazian Language; he ignored the factual history and without
any ‘“hesitation” formed a “theory” about the settlement of the Abkhaz in Guria
prior to Georgians.

Publications of Abkhazian authors on the origin of Abkhazian toponyms and et-
ymology are based on N. Marr’s this pseudo theory. For example, Valeriy Kvarchia,
Abkhazian linguist (Historian by education), the speaker of so called “parliament” of

' H.S1. Mapp. O si3sike 1 uctopuu abxasos. Jlenunrpan, 1936, pp. 57-58.

2

See in details: o. a306(39modg. ogbadgmal gobogmGo obEmEab mabagzob@ e
bogggydgmada. md., 2008, a3. 5-21; 0. g396(39madg. sx3bodyMa gbs. 3., 2011.
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Abkhazia is the author of books' on Abkhazian toponymy, which have some general
faults, namely:

o All basic conclusions of the author are based on the groundless opinion of
N. Marr, that initially Georgians never lived in Abkhazia and that Colchis were
Abkhazians too;

e The author creates “archetype” forms himself, or uses popular etymology
of some specific toponyms as an indisputable argument;

e The author does not oblige himself to study registered toponyms and their
origin given in the centuries old Georgian historical sources. Ignoring of Georgian
sources in the bibliography of V. Kvarchia’ works is a common practice.

e V. Kvarchia is rather prejudicial when resorting to Greek-Latin, Arabic,
Syrian, Persian, Armenian, Ottoman and west European sources; he uses them
when sees some beneficial information for separatism, but never mentions Geor-
gian toponyms of rather transparent etymology. However, his favorite sources are
19 century Russian annals, majority of which either are biased or inaccurate.

e This attitude towards historic sources are compensated by the abundance
of folk material, while the level of variability of the latter is impossible to prove
(the used principle is: “That is what our old people would say”);

In those rare cases when the author gives the data found in other sources but
Russian (among them Georgian), he does his utmost to ascribe Abkhazian origin to
clearly Georgian toponyms.

For example, V Kvarchia names Achamchara // Ochamchira // Ochamchara as
versions of Ochemchire (town). On the Russian map published in 1813 the registered
name of the river was Ochamchira, on the Russian map of 1847 the registered name
of the same river was Achemchira; the author mentions that on the map published
in 1849 the place is registered as Ochamchira. Forthwith he states: “We support the
statement of our 90 year old informer Iwana Delba that Achamchora derives from
Abkhazian Ajampchpchaora, which means “a place for clay production”. Indeed, in the
past Ochamchira was the basic supplier of population of Abkhazia with clay prod-
ucts”. Thus, unequivocally, based on the statement of unprofessional old man and
sharing the popular etymology, was decided the Abkhazian origin of the etymology
by the scientist, who without any comments gave the clearly objective supposition of

See: B.E Kapuusi. OiikoHrMbl AOXa3uu B MUCbMEHHBIX ucTouHuKax. Cyx., 1985; B.E. Koapyua.
Ancusl arononnmuka. Akea, 2002; B.E KBapums. Mcropuueckast U COBpeMEHHAs! TOIIOHHMHES
Aobxazmn (Ucropuko-stumonorundeckoe ucciegosanue). Cyx., 2006; B.E Kpapuns. O rpannmax

HMCTOPUUECKOI 1 coBpeMeHHoi#t Abxazun. Cyx., 2011.

B.E KBapums. ctopuueckas u coBpeMeHHast TormoHuMust A6xa3uu (McTopHKko-3THMOIOrnaeckoe

uccnenosanue). Cyx., 2006, p. 113.
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prof. Giorgi Rogava, who states that the toponym originates from Mingrelian Oche
“field, cornfield” + Mchire “wide”. This form Ochemchire is often mentioned in 19
century Russian and Georgian sources, as for Achamchoera, declared as the Abkhazian
form is not registered in any language; declared as archetype Ajampchora means not
“a place for clay production”, but “the place for smashing bowls” (Sic! -T. G.).

Such practice gives desirable results to the author: uninformed reader would
have an impression that existing Georgian toponyms originated on the Abkhazian
land much later then Abkhazian ones. This way is instilled the opinion about the
“Georgian occupation”.

V. Kvarchia displays his tendentiousness even in those cases, when he discusses
such a topic as Georgianizing of a part of Abkhazian toponyms in the 30-40" of XX
century. The author underlines that: “majority of Abkhazian villages were renamed
from 1937 up to 1953. For example, in Gagra region 43 out of 57 settlements, in
Gulripsh region 54 out of 93 villages, in Sokhumi region 35 out of 61 villages
received new Georgian names. In the soviet Georgia during 1921-1966 about 500
settlements were renamed and 318 out of them were in small Abkhazia. No histori-
cal name was restored in that period”'. But here V. Kvarchia does not reveal some
important details to the reader, namely:

1. much earlier, in 1867 and 1878-1880 2/3 of Abkhazian villages were liter-
ary emptied by the Russian Empire authorities and Russians, Ukrainians, Armenians,
Greeks, Estonians and Germans were settled on their lands. In that period historical
Abkhazian and Georgian names were totally changed primarily by Russian names.
V. Kvarchia writes about it on the previous page but he presents the number of
toponyms in the way that it makes the reader think that Georgians had substituted
all Abkhazian toponyms by Georgian ones.

2. The author’s statement that out of 500 changed toponyms 318 were registered
in Abkhazia makes big impression on the reader. And here again, full information
is concealed from readers namely, Russian Empire made totally the whole Muslim
population of Georgia to leave for Turkey not only from Abkhazia but from different
parts of Georgia as well (for example from Ajara and Samtskhe-Javakheti), but mas-
sive change of toponyms did not take place there. And that is why, more toponyms
underwent change in Abkhazia and communists mainly abolished the Russian names,
which were connected with Royal family members, Russian Generals, influential offi-
cials and landowners or were associated with Christianity: Alekseevka, Mikhailovka,
Vorontsovka, Pilenkovo, Arkhiereiskoe, Kholodnaia Rechka...

' B.E Ksapuns. Vicropuueckas 1 coBpeMeHHast TOnoHuMust A6xasznn (VICTOPHKO-ITHMOIOTHIECKOE

uccnenosanue). Cyx., 2006, p. 13.
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3. The most important is the fact that V. Kvarchia exaggerates when states that
no historical toponym has been restored. Factually in 30-50" of the previous century,
the names of Russian and other language origins were changed by Abkhazian names:
Russian Asterovka > Abkazian amzara, Russian Baklanovka > Abkazian Aatsi, were
united villages with Russian names Tsentralnoe Komsomolskoe + Krasnoe and was
renamed into Abkhazian Psirtskha, German Gnadenberg > Abkhazian Dzigvta, Turk-
ish Kavakluk > Abkhazian Achandara etc... It is obvious that communist authorities
avoided changing Abkhazian toponyms'.

We should also be noted that nobody has any right to make the local population
forcefully leave their villages, homes and change the names of villages and towns on
a massive scale, as it was done firstly by Russian Empire in XIX century and later
by Abkhaz separatists, with the military assistance of the same Russians in the last
decade of XX century. Likewise, the man who has been preparing the “false scien-
tific” and ideological ground for massive change of Georgian toponyms by Abkhazian
ones since 1994 up today, has no right write tendentiously about the crimes of others.

In short about other linguistic processes: ideologists of Abkhazian separatism pay
special attention to the spread of the following information throughout the world:
as if 1938-53 years was the period of “Georgianizing of Abkhaz population”, that
teaching of the Abkhazian language was prohibited at schools and no books or press
was published in this language, etc. This statement is widely spread among pupils
today with the help of “History of Abkhazia” for Russian language schools, written
by Stanislav Lakoba and Oleg Bgajhba’. Resorting to some facts from Abkhazian
history of 1938-53 is enough for denial of these accusations:

1. Factually genuin Abkhazian school has never existed and do not exist even
now. Those institutions, which were or are still called “Abkhazian Schools” in re-
ality are and were Russian schools where Abkhazian language and literature are or
were taught. From the second part of XIX century till 1947 and from 1954 up to
now, all subjects in humanities, sociology sciences and technical subjects except the
mother language and literature were taught and are still taught solely in the Russian
Language. During 1947-1953 this school still was called Abkhazian School, though
at the instruction of Moscow, the Russian language was substituted by the Georgian
language. No incidents of Georgianizing of Abkhazian pupils were registered during
those 7 years.

1

See details: o. a356(39modg. Gm3mbBadms BobmdMagn (33 sxbsdgmda 1864 Bmals
d98gm3. —,,0dgM0m- 393 35LomMa gbomBg(3b6ngMgds, &. XXXIV. »d., 2000, 33. 44-51.

C.3. Jlako0a, O.X. braxo6a. Ucropust Abxazun: C IpeBHENINNX BpEMEH JI0 HAIUX AHEH. YUeOHUK

st 10—11 kmaccoB 0611e00pa3oBaTeIbHbIX YICOHBIX 3aBEACHHUN. 2-€ U31I., JOTIOTHEHHOE U TIepe-
paborannoe. Cyx., 2015, pp. 373-374.
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2. Despite the war, over the period of analysis, founded in 1919 Abkhazian
newspaper “Apsni Kapsh” (1919-1920 it was called “Apsni”) was still published;
still functioned Abkhazian department of Abkhazian Radio, were published about
300 books and brochures on politics, economy, agriculture which were written in or
translated into Abkhazian; were issued school textbooks and school programs in dif-
ferent subjects, the works of recognized and young Abkhazian writers; in that period
functioned Abkhazian theatrical company. All these verify that Abkhazian language
did not undergo any persecution and was as actively used as any other language of
different autonomous republics of the Soviet Union.

Thus the considered material proves that anti-Georgian accusations concerning
the Abkhazian language made by the separatists are deprived any factual ground.
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ONOMASTICS OF ABKHAZIA

Onomastic research is of special importance, as each name — names of people,
names of geographical objects, other — contain invaluable information for the study
of this or that country, people’s past life, customs, religious beliefs, cultural, social
or political situation. Names, based on their semantics, often directly indicate their
origin, the nationality of their creators, whether they are of local origin or migrat-
ed, etc. That’s why a complete analysis of the onomastic material is necessary in
order to determine the basis of the origin of each of them established on the exact
etymology of the name.

It is known that today in the territory of occupied Abkhazia, toponyms are
being changed en masse, as a result of which Georgian traces are being destroyed
and history is being falsified. But on written sources and cartographic information,
we can specify what was the onomastic situation here and where the real borders
were. Therefore, this is a critical research issue.

The units of analysis, presented in this paper, are mainly taken from two doc-
uments of ecclesiastical and legal nature drawn up in the Middle Ages — “ladgari
of Bitchvinta” (1525-1550) and “Solution Tax Book of Apkhazeti Church” (1621).
In these information about today’s Abkhazia is relatively extensive.

Most of the research material chronologically covers the 16th-18th centuries, and
the geographical area refers to the current Samegrelo as a whole, starting from the
right bank of the Tskhenistskali River to the Enguri River and from Svaneti to Guria.
As for present-day Abkhazia, the geographical boundaries of the research material
distribution start from the Enguri River and continue to one part of the right bank
of the Kodori River, to the midth of the territory of the current Gulripsha district,
beyond which only Bitchvinta and its 3 nearby villages are named.

The documents do not mention any other large or small geographical locations
of the Kodor-Psou river basin, except for Tskumi, and the names and surnames of
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the people living in them. This can be explained as follows: as stated by historians,
the current Samegrelo and Abkhazia from early on were inseparable parts of one and
the same Georgian ethno-linguistic continuum. Since the 16" century the intensive
expansion of the ancestors of the modern Abkhazians from across the Caucasus to
the lands of present-day Abkhazia began, as evidenced by the Georgian and foreign
sources available from ancient times to the present day. It is also known that the
ancestors of the Abkhazians began to settle on the left side of Kodori, that is, on
the land of the present Ochamchiri district, only at the edge of the 17"-18" centuries.
As the newly arrived settlers were mostly pagan and/or Muslim, obviously, they had
no legal-social obligations to the Georgian Church of Abkhazia, which leads to the
fact that the historical church documents analyzed by us do not mention names,
surnames and geographical nomenclature of Abkhazian origin. Instead, from the Ko-
dori river to the Imereti border, dozens of onomastic units are confirmed, which are
built according to the morphological models characteristic of the Georgian triliteral
language and Mengrel speech. Based on mentioned above and on our analysis of
the existing material, we can confidently state that the part of Abkhazia of that
time, from the river Enguri to the part of the right bank of Kodori river consisted
indeed of the Georgian (Mengrel) population, which is indicated by the onomastic
material revealed in the analysed documents.

The structural-semantic analysis clearly shows the Georgian origin of the studied
material. Names of Abkhazian origin are not confirmed in any case. On the contrary,
in many cases, it becomes obvious that the names, surnames, and toponyms, common
among Abkhazians, were formed on the basis of the names, surnames, or toponyms
of Georgian origin, changed by means of the Abkhazian morphological inventory,
or changed based on the phonotactic rules of this language. Thus, the research of
Georgian historical and legal documents has shown that before the 16" century, there
are no traces of non-Georgian population in the territory of present-day Abkhazia,
neither in personal names, nor in surnames, nor in toponyms. This area is a direct
continuation of the onomastic space of Samegrelo.
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George Anchabadze
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GEORGIAN-ABKHAZIAN RELATIONS FROM ANCIENT
TIMES TO THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY

Ancestors of the Georgian and Abkhaz peoples since ancient times lived in the
Eastern Black Sea region. According to scientists, they were the creators of the
prehistoric archaeological cultures that existed here, including the highly developed
Colchis bronze culture. The oldest states in the Colchis historical and cultural region
arose around the 6th century. BC. In the first millennium AD the kingdoms of Lazica
(3rd-7th centuries) and Abkhazia (8th-10th centuries) covered this region.

The Abkhazian kingdom played an important and positive role in the creation
of a single Georgian state of the 11-15 centuries, as indicated by the fact that at
least foreign historical (Greek, Persian, Arab, Armenian, Russian) written sources the
terms “Georgia” and “Abkhazia”, “Georgians” and “Abkhazians” act as synonyms,
designating the Georgian kingdom and its entire population. At the same time, the
terms “Abkhazia” and “Abkhazians” retained their original meaning, in the meaning
of Abkhazia and ethnic Abkhazians.

During the period under review, the cultural life of Abkhazia acquires an increas-
ingly typical feudal character, characteristic of all of Georgia at that time. This is
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explained by the fact that Abkhazia was economically and politically connected with
the leading central regions of Georgia more than ever before. Greek, which used to
be the main written language in Abkhazia, is being replaced by written language in
Georgian. The oldest dated Georgian inscription on the territory of Abkhazia, made in
1066. Abkhazians were actively included in the political life of Georgia. The Abkhaz
army participated in all the main wars of the Georgian kingdom. In addition, selected
Abkhaz detachments, as you can see, were always present during the imperial court
during ceremonies of national importance.

In the 16th century Abkhazia is forming a separate principality. This period coin-
cides with the dominance of the Ottoman Turks in the Black Sea Basin. Abkhazians
often rebelled against the Turks, often acting together with the Georgians. In addition,
the Abkhaz nobility actively participated in the internecine wars of Western Georgia.
During these wars, the Abkhaz princes expanded their possessions to the Inguri River.

In 1810, the Principality of Abkhazia became a protectorate of the Russian Em-
pire, although the real influence of the Russian administration in Abkhazia was mini-
mal until 1864, when the principality was abolished, and direct Russian administration
was introduced in Abkhazia. The final consolidation of Russian power took place
by the end of the 1870s, after the suppression of two major uprisings (in 1866 and
1877) and the expulsion of more than half of the local population from Abkhazia.
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Shalva Gloveli
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

HISTORY OF THE “KINGDOM OF ABKHAZIA”

On the edge of the 8%-9" centuries the process of formation of new king-
doms-principalities is underway in the territory of Georgia. One of the most important
was the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”. This state in the historical sources is referred to as
“Abkhaz” or “Egrisi” kingdom, because the founder of the royal dynasty — Leon II,
was an “Eristavi” (duke)' of Abkhazia, and the territory of the state itself included
the land of historical Egrisi. Therefore, some researchers call this kingdom the “King-
dom of Egris-Abkhazia”, while others refer to it as the kingdom of “Abkhazia” or
“Likhsiketi”. It is important that the name of this kingdom meant Western Georgia.

' Georgian “gfobmaga” (eristavi) literally means “the head of people”.

2 “Likhsiketi” means — located beyond mountain range of Likhi.
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The factors determining the formation of this kingdom are noteworthy. Back in
the 6th century, long wars between Persia (Iran) and Byzantium were taking place
on the territory of Egrisi. The kingdom of Egrisi, which became the battleground of
the two biggest empires of the time, naturally enfeebled. Arab attacks of the later
times had a tragic effect on the situation in Egrisi. During the Arab invasions Ab-
khazia was separated from Egrisi and it was directly subordinated to the Byzantine
Empire. From that time on Abkhaz nobles become vassals of the Byzantine emperor.
In the 7th-8th centuries, alongside with weakening of the Egrisi, the principality of
Abkhazia gradually strengthened. Abkhazia itself — known as Abazgia in the Greek
sources — includes the tribes of Abazgs, Apshils, Sanigs, Misimians... In the period in
question, it is this combination of tribes that Georgian sources call the Abkhazians,
respectively — they call the chief of Abazgia the duke of the Abkhazians.

In the first half of the 6™ century, after Iran abolished the king’s authority in
Kartli, the local nobility gradually became stronger. In the same 6" century they
succeeded to put the “Erismtavari”' (duke of dukes) at the head of the principality.
In the Georgian historical writings of the 6%-9" centuries the term “Chief of People”
(9M0b3mosgotin) refers to the head of the feudal state of Kartli. Here the question
arises, who was traditionally the head of the nobility in the Kartli kingdom? It was
the king. Therefore, in Kartli, in parallel with the rule of the Iranian Marzapan, the
Head of the “Eristavis” is elected — the same king, who was called the “Erism-
tavari”. Therefore, it can be said that with the establishment of the “Erismtavari”
institution and the election of the first “Erismtavari”, a king was actually elected in
the Kingdom of Kartli.

Although in general the interests of Persia and Byzantium contradicted each other
in Georgia, in the main issue — whether there should be a Georgian state in this
territory with the authority of the king at the head — their interests coincided. None
of them wanted a Georgian king and an independent Georgian state. Considering
all this, the election of the “Erismtavari” of Kartli is a very important fact, which
indicates the great efforts of Georgians in their struggle for statehood. However, it
should be noted that the authority of the “Erismtavari” still differed from the un-
limited authority of the earlier king of Kartli. The establishment of the Abkhazian
kingdom is a successful example of the joint struggle of the Abkhazian and Kartli
“Eristavs” for Georgian statehood.

Georgian ,,9M0bdomsgomo (erismtavari) literally means “the chief of people”, among two ranks
»gMobosga® (head of people) and ,,gM0bdmsgoma™ (chief of people) the later is higher, as it
means “the chief of the heads of people”, “duke of dukes”. From this point in the translation will be

used English transcriptions of the Georgian terms.
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In the 2" half of the 8" century, when the Arabs established an Emir in
Thilisi and significantly narrowed the power of the nobles of Kartli, new Georgian
principalities were created in the peripheries, where the influence of the Arabs was
less. Among them was the Kingdom of Abkhazia; Egrisi-Abkhazia was probably
united by agreement with the “Eristavis” (Archil and Mir) who moved to Western
Georgia. “Eristavi” Archil married his deceased brother Mir’s daughter Gurandukht
to Leon I, the “Eristavi” of Abkhazia. In fact, Leon became a vassal of the “Erism-
tavari” of Kartli and received Egrisi through such a dynastic marriage. Archil gave
him the crown sent to Mir from the Byzantine emperor, which actually meant the
unification of Egrisi and Abkhazia.

At this stage, the Byzantine Empire did not oppose to the unification of Egrisi
and Abkhazia. On the contrary, it seems the Empire supported this process due to the
following reasons: firstly, the strengthened Abkhaz principality was an important force
against the Arabs, and secondly, Byzantium perceived Egrisi-Abkhazia unification as
an expansion of its sphere of influence. Despite this, later Leon I’s nephew, Leon
II, took advantage of the weakening of the Byzantine Empire, with the help of the
Khazars, he surrendered to the empire, united all of Western Georgia up to the Likh
ridge and received the title of “King of Abkhazia” (Leon II was called “King of
Abkhazia” because the dynasty was from Abkhazia). It is true that it is not known
exactly which dynasty the Abkhazian kings were, but it can be said unequivocally
that their state policy is entirely Georgian.

Kutaisi, the most important center of ancient Georgian statehood and culture, be-
came the capital of the Abkhaz Kingdom. The state language of the Abkhaz Kingdom
was Georgian. The Abkhazian kings struggled for the independence of the Church
of Western Georgia from the Byzantine Empire, and here too the Greek language
was gradually replaced by Georgian. After losing its political influence on Western
Georgia, the Byzantine Empire found its foothold in the Greek bishoprics of West-
ern Georgia. That’s why the Abkhazian kings were actively canceling the Byzantine
cathedrals and Georgian episcopal ones were created instead. In these new episcopal
churches, services were already performed in the Georgian language. In the 9" century
the Church of Western Georgia was finally subordinated to the seat of Mtskheta.

Georgian feudal culture reached a high level of development in the Kingdom of
Abkhazia. This is confirmed by the unique monuments of Georgian architecture of
that time. New Georgian episcopal cathedrals became centers of Georgian culture;
Ioane Minchkhi and Stephane Sananoisdze-Tchkondideli worked in the Kingdom of
Abkhazia, exceptional monuments of Georgian hagiography and hymnography were
created here; “Divan of the Abkhazian kings” (The Chronicles of Abkhazian Kings)
was written on the court of the Abkhazian kings. There are many epigraphic Georgian
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inscriptions of that time. The Church of Western Georgia gained significant influence
in the region. In the 10" century King George II of Abkhazia actively participated
in the process of spreading Christianity in the North Caucasus.

The state, religious-cultural policy of the Abkhaz Kingdom, its state system,
foreign and domestic policy of the Abkhazian kings is of vital importance. In spite
of many attempts of Byzantium to make a disturbance within the kingdom, confron-
tation between claimants of the throne, confrontation of other Georgian kingdoms
and principalities with the Abkhazian kingdom, the Abkhazian kingdom still did not
give up its positions. The political group working here at that time also played an
active role in the formation of a unified Georgian state. Since the beginning of the
9% century, the Kingdom of Abkhazia has been an active participant in the ongoing
struggle between Georgian kingdom-principalities, the goal of which was to unify
Georgian countries into one national state. The foundation was laid for the creation
of a unified Georgian feudal state, and its first king was Bagrat Bagrationi, the legal
heir of the Abkhazian kingdom. In the titulary of the kings of the united Georgia,
the title of “King of Abkhazia” is on the first place, because Bagrat Bagration, the
first king of united Georgia, received the title of “King of Abkhazia” first.

During the period of the Abkhazian kingdom, the meaning of the terms “Ab-
khaz” and “Abkhazia” expanded. Now the term “Abkhaz” meant Western Georgian,
and “Abkhazia” meant the whole Western Georgia. Abkhazian kingdom was a West-
ern-Georgian state. After the unification of the Georgian principalities, due to the
primacy of the title of “King of Abkhazia” in the titulary of kings, the kings of
united Georgia were often called “Kings of Abkhazia”, and united Georgia — “King-

dom of Abkhazia”.
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Sokhumi State University

THE PRINCEDOM OF ABKHAZIA AND THE
PRINCIPALITY OF ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia was a part of the Kingdom of Georgia (11"-14" cc.) as the Princedom
of Abkhazia, or, more precisely, sources mention the Princedom of Abkhazia. There
were the following princedomes in the Black Sea coast of Georgia: the Princedom
of Abkhazia, which comprised the territory from the Nikopsia River to the Anakopia
River and from the Black Sea to the Caucasian Range; the Princedom of Tskhumi
— from the Anakopia River to the Kodori River; the Princedom of Odishi — from
the Kodori River to the Rioni River and from the Black Sea to the Tskhenistskali
River and the main Caucasus Range.

The princedomes were ruled by the officials — Princes (Mt’avari) — appointed by
the king of Georgia. They were usually appointed from the same clans. The Mt’avari
of Abkhazia were from the Sharvashidze clan.

At the beginning of the XIV century, the Mt’avari of Odishi annexed the Prince-
dom of Tskhumi, and the Princedom of Odishi became a neighbor of the Princedom
of Abkhazia from the southeast, on the Anakopia River.

In the second half of the 15" century, the Kingdom of Georgia disintegrated, and
since then the Princedom of Abkhazia was a part of the Kingdom of Imereti. In the
southeast, it still bordered on the Princedom of Odishi. Its northwestern border passed
through the Gagra Gorge, where it bordered on Jiketi. Jiketi , which had previously
been a part of the Princedom of Abkhazia, had no longer obeyed the duke of Ab-
khazia and, consequently, the king of Imereti. The reason of such political changes
was the resettlement here of the mountain tribes of the West Caucasus. This process
went far in Abkhazia in the second half of the 15" century, a clear confirmation
of which is the decline of the Christianity and revival of paganism in this region.

When the resettlement of the West Caucasian mountaineers, Jiks and Apsuas,
intensified, the local population of this region could not properly cope with it socially
and religiously. As a result of the mixing of the resettled mountaineers with the local
population, the modern Abkhaz (Apsua) ethnos was formed.

In the middle of the 16" century, the Princedom of Odishi seceded from the King-
dom of Imereti and formed the Principality. The Princedom of Abkhazia was in vassal
dependence on the prince of Odishi. At the beginning of the 17" century, Abkhazians
took advantage of the difficult foreign political position of the Odishi Principality, freed

53



themselves from their vassal dependence, and formed the Principality of Abkhazians.

In the 20-30ies of the 17" century, Abkhazians launched attacks on the Princi-
pality of Odishi. The Prince of Odishi Levan II Dadiani (1611- 1657) successfully
invaded Abkhazia several times, but could not achieve the cessation of their attacks.
In the 40s, the border of the Principality of Abkhazians with Odishi moved to the
Kelasuri River. To stop the attacks of Abkhazians, Levan II Dadiani had to build
a fortification system on the border and strictly protect it. Thanks to the measures
taken, the attacks of Abkhazians temporarily ceased.

In 1681, Abkhazians captured the northwestern part of the Principality of Odishi
from the Kelasuri River to the Egristskali (Ghalidzga) River. The functioning of the
Christian church on the territory captured by Abkhazians became impossible, due to
which the eparchies of Dranda and Mokvi were abolished. Soon afterwards, Abkha-
zians captured the territory from the Egristskali River to the Enguri River. The part
of the population of the captured region moved, and the places they left were settled
by Abkhazians; those who remained were gradually abkhazified.

The Principality of Abkhazians was not a single political unit and divided into
separate parts. The Prince of Abkhazians was nominally considered an overlord of
rulers of these parts. In 1810, the Principality of Abkhazians joined the Russian
Empire as an autonomous principality. With the support of the Russian government,
the Prince of Abkhazians gradually became a real ruler of all of Abkhazia and the
Principality of Abkhazians turned into the Principality of Abkhazia.

30320M3A9BNY / BIBLIOGRAPHY

oggbabgmal bLogomomngmbdm gs8mbogama 8mbsgMgdmmdal agmatn, _ do-
Gogma badsGomolb dgamgda. Ggdb@gdo go8mbzs, Jgbndzbgda ws Lodogdergdo
EdYHnm 3Mmg. 0. emmodgd, @. I, »s., 1970.

ogbadgmal (LogoFomggmm) abEmEab bsgombgda (bogombsgn Bogbn), 3.,
2018.

aen. 3bogmags, mg3e6 I @owasbo, m3., 1990.

3. 303bs3ns, ,,30d30680L 0sEastn” (BysBmm33mebgmdomn  gs3mzzemgss),
3., 2009.

358mbndgnma 35b93Gn, s0bgHs Ladgmnmbs LadoMmmggmmbe, §gdb@e wewag-
Boemo yggmes doMomaswn bgmbsbgmol 8abgmgam b. gombRadzomal 80gM, ,,dsGomal
(sbmgcgds”, §. 1V, md., 1973.

. 3365dg, 3. omgycas, 3. Lybadyg, 3. bmMszs, LodoMmzggmmb abEmEagmo
s@modbo, I, sgbabgmo, md., 2013.

54



6. 3g6dgbadgomo, LogdoMmggmmb abGmGoal bagombgda, md., 1990.

3- 3fogmmns, ammEol B30bms gom@gal bo@ob Bombgms, 960830l 3maddy,
X1, od., 1942.

6. @s@nsba, JoMmggmo bmgmgds. Ggdb@o godmbzs, Babobo@yzemds,
398m33mg39, 3M3gb@emagda, Lodogdmgdo ommmm 3. dnMmygsobsdgd, md., 1962.

b. 353935dg, s3boDgmal bogomamogmdm oo ns@gstn, ,,LoobGmEom dmad-
39, 6. 11, &g., 1925.

3- 3399033, LaBnMBaYsbmb obGmEMamma Bombnmowsb, md., 2012.

©mb 3Mob@mgmiim g 3obGgma, (36mdgdn s smdmBa bagdsMmggmmb dgb-
obgd. BgdbEo 3odogs, moMmadbs, 3s8m3gmgszs s 3M3gb@omgdo anGomm bdggsb
a0mMasdgd, md., 1976.

3. m33dgA@Gn, LodgaFgmmb smBgMs. MeMadsbo nGomonFawsb sm. Fymbaasba,
89-2 a08m(399s, . sbamasbol Babsbo@ygomdom, Ggmsgianms ©s dgbadzbgdam,
»d., 1938.

6563393900 LogoBmggmmb  ob@mGonwmsb. sgbsdgma qdggmgbo  ©@Hmasb
©rgdeg, »d., 2007.

3. gbosns, 3. bmMagzs, osgbadgmal ggma@ogommo bLobgrbmegdsbo, 3.,
2016.

8935630, 3536535b0sbn, gomBan mgmbodalb ©s L. omGES60dZ0malb Mg-
o000, »d., 1935.

996 33MEgbab ImabanMmmds L3sMbgmbs s sMBmbLagmgmal Lbgs J39969d-
Jdo. gMobanmoEsb memadbs, gsdmgyzmgzs s 3m3gb@egdo onmmm 3bos Jgo-
mdmodgomds, @d., 1975.

. 353sbgaMa, sgbsdgma LogsGmggmms, md., 1998.

. 3535bgaMa, BoM3393980 Meba8gmmzg sgbabgmal abGmEagma Bo@byen-
0006, bogz. I, md., 2004.

3. bmMsgs, mad-sgbadgmal qEmngGomds XV- XVIIL Lb., »d., 1996.

HU. I'. AntenaBa, Ouepku mo ucropun Abxazum XVII-XVIII Bexos, Cyxymm, 1951.

3. B. Anuabanze, 3 ncropun cpennesexoBoit Adxasun (VI-XVII BB.), Cyxymu, 1959.

23. Owuepku u3 ucropun ['py3mn. AbGXasusi ¢ JpEeBHEHWIIMX BPEMEH /0 HAIIUX JHEH,
T6., 2009.

Ouepku ucropun Abxazckoit ACCP, u. I, Cyxymu, 1960.

Paspickanust o ucropun Ao6xazuw/I'pysus, T6., 1999.

Assays from the History of Georgia. Abkhazia from ancient times till the present
days, Tb. 2011.

Catholicate List of Abkhazia, Monuments of Georgian Law. Texts, notes and in-
dexes edited by Prof. I. Dolidze, vol. 1II, Tb., 1970.

The Issues of the History of Abkhazia (Georgia), Tb., 2018.

Il. Antelava, Levan II Dadiani, Tb., 1990.

G. Arakhamia, ,,The Bichvinta Yadgar“ (Source-study research), Tb., 2009.

55



Batonishvili Vakhushti, Description of the Kingdom of Georgia, the text is es-
tablished on the basis of all basic manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, “The Georgian
Chronicles”, vol. 1V, Tb., 1973.

T. Beradze, K. Topuria, M. Sanadze, B. Khorava, Historical Atlas of Georgia, I,
Abkhazia, Tb., 2013.

N. Berdzenishvili, Issues of the History of Georgia, Tb., 1990.

K. Grigolia, Inscription of the St. George icon of Ilori, Bulletin of Institute of
Language, History and Material Culture (“Enimki”), XIII, Tb., 1942.

N. Dadiani, Life of Georgians, text, preface, research, comments, indexes by Sh.
Burjanadze, Tb., 1962.

Don Cristoforo De Castelli, Notes and Album about Georgia. text deciphered, trans-
lated, research and comments by Bezhan Giorgadze, Tb., 1976.

Essays from the History of Georgia. Abkhazia from ancient times till the present
days, Tb. 2007, 2011.

Jean Chardin’s travels into Persia and the East-Indies, translated from French,
research and comments by Mzia Mgaloblishvili, Tb., 1975.

S. Kakabadze, The Great Yadgar of the Catholicate of Abkhazia, “Saostorio Moam-
be”, b. 11, Tf.,, 1925.

B. Khorava, Relations of Odishi-Abkhazia in the 15%-18" cc, Tb., 1996.

K. Kvashilava, From the Historical Past of Samurzakano, Tb., 2012.

A. Lambert, Description of Megrelia, translated from Italian by Al. Chkonia, second
edition, preface, redaction and notes by L. Asatiani, Tb., 1938.

Peshang, Shahnavazian, redacted by G. Leonidze and Sol. lordanishvili, Tb., 1935.

Z. Papaskiri, Abkhazia is Georgia, Tb., 1998.

Z. Papaskiri, Essays on the Historical Past of Modern Abkhazia, I, Tb., 2004.

P. Tskhadaia, B. Khorava, Geographic names of Abkhazia, Tb., 2016.

HU. T'. AntenaBa, Ouepku mo ucropuu Abxazum XVII-XVIII Bexos, Cyxymm, 1951.

3. B. Anuatanze, U3 ucropun cpennesexoBoit Aoxaszuu (VI-XVII BB.), Cyxymu, 1959.

Ouepku u3 ucropun I'py3uu. AbOxasus ¢ JIpeBHEHIIMX BpeMEH [0 HAIIUX JHEH,
T6., 2009.

Ouepkn ucropun Adxasckoii ACCP, 4. I, Cyxymu, 1960.

Paspickanusa mo ucropuu Aoxasuu/I'py3ms, T6., 1999.

56



39956 bmMsgs
berba8ob bobgmmdbogm mboggmbodgdo

&30LI0NL 033IANIT0 3MTNSN3d dBVLOYDHBIN 3N
XIX LdI3I6330

1810 Bgemb sgbadgomn  Gbgomal 083g6Mnal dg8s00896emmdada 938mbmdnnls
agmgdoo dgz00s. Gbgmal 033g6aol dgdewagbemmdada dgbgmoal mabaom-
30L oggboDgmal Ladmgemn RMEnmm-Esbsegmgmnn 3w. dbagdy asmoms, be-
3 3sb godgon gbodmgMmgdmms; LadbMmgom-smBmbagmgmom, Ladmgsmo  dw.
momoadasdy gooms, basg b Lodgamgmmb (meadal) LadmegHm gbob-
03693mEs; abagmgmom — dogo drgs 9336m©s, bmmm RHmammgmac Lob-
mgofn 3oggobombol  Jgob donyzgdmes.

ogbodms Lodmogfm gMm0sb 3mmo@ogn® gMmgymb o BsMdmonggbos,
ob @gom3ggmm dbsmggdo agmgmes. sxbsdbms dmegmal bgmabygmagds db-
meme 3bogab mmddg 3M(30mgdmEs, 3930l o 3dgmel mmdqdlb domzedadg-
oo Lodmagmm Lobmab Bg36gdo REmdbL, bmemm Jomab mgdgdb — gLbal,
6939mb o omb 8o63sbngdo ao6oandwbgb. 0bnbo oF (36mdebgb dmagmals
bgmabygzgmgdel ©s o6z Mbgmal dgemggmmdsedo dgbmmab.

Abgmal bgmobygmgds sgbobgmda bmbydal (30bgL o6 LzEgdms, Ls-
o Mbgdol aoMbobmbn omas. sgbabgdo gs3mwdgdom Mozl gbb3mobgb
bgmab kool Bobomagdlb. 1821 wo 1824 Brmgddo sgbabgmda 868 0Mbamo
ox56ygd9dn dmbes.

3°335b00b EqbaymBs 580babEMo(3008 ogbodgmal Ladmmmme sdm-
Roemgdal 80Bboo 1830 Bgmb dogo drgal 860d3bgmmgaba 3468 gd0 — goge,
d0gg0bms, 6535mMs ©sngags. Mbgdds of (30bgbodsgmggda sogglb s gombo-
Bmbgdo Rssygbgl. 0dsgg bobgddo, Mnbgomalb bgmabyrmgdsd sgbsdgmal dme-
356L 0gmobs s gmdslb Igmmdgmgdo ondm@mBoms. sdwgbse, sgbsdgmal
Lodomogmm dbmmme XIX Loy znbolb 30-006 brmgdda Hbgmal bsdbgMm doe-
oo 3gngddbs. 1837 Bgmb Mbgdds noMamoal domoom gmommol bgmdob mgdgdo
Bgdgmo o ©amo ©o03039L o o @dgomm Gabaymo 3FsMmgzgmmds Jq3-
moegb. donbgosgem ©3abs, Gbama 38sMmggmmds o3 dbomgda 38303y >
oym. 1840-1841 brgddn Bgdgmo s oo s6Gommbamds sxobygdsd dma(sze,
MmBgemo bgmobagmgdsd babGogew Rssbdm.
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1864 Bemol o0gmalbdo Gmbgmab bymobuygmgdsd sgbsbgmal bLodmogmm
3509485 s NIgormm Hbamo IFsMmmggrmds dgdmomm. sggbadgmal ¢3060L 3-
Bgemo Bomogatn Babgore Jogodandy (1823-1864) Gbgmdn gomasbobmgl, Lowscs
1866 Bgmb aoMman(zzoms. 0dsgg 1866 Bgmb osxbsdgomlb Lmbndal Lsdbgomm
aobymgomads gbmeo.

1866 bgmb sgbadgma sbGombmmBs s%06Yyqded Imozge. sxbygdal Rob-
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mb3omgmdn adymgdao  gasbobms. gb 3Gmgbo (36mdagmos 3g3sgacmdal
Lobgmom. 1877 Bgmb sgbabgmon sbomds sbGomanbymds sxobygded 8mayze.
oxobygdal Robdmdol 8m3ogommdal sbomo Gomms Imyzs. osgbobms Iy3o-
®0MOMob dgmgasm gmEmmalb bgmds s sgbabgmolb bsbsdomm dmema dmbob-
mgmdobogsb dmmosbo@ ©oa(zoms.

ogbodgmal Ladmagmmb gomddgdabs s sgbadms dg3sxgommdal dgogasm
Gbgoab bgmobygmgded  bsgmmmbadsozome 3Mgmo GgHo@mEas doomm.
bgmobygmgded 3@ gmo 8abs-bysmo ¢dmds Gl Rabmgbozgdlb — Ladbgomm
o badmgomogm 306gdl. ndogomanmom, 70-0560 Brmgdowsb sxbsbgmda 80d-
0bsMgmdes ,,LagnMmmEmEM  3memboda(30s”, dobal 65339090 Lmbdbs ©s
3ol dgdmaomgbdn Jgmoegemnsbo 30mmdgdoo gowsgie Ml Robmgboggdbs ©s
mxoMgdl; 0dsgg bobgdowsb 03obomgmdes LadmbabGmm 3membobazos.
3033060090 s GLoMibadn ogmdbos Mubamoa B8mbobEMmgdn, GmM3gmos(s
36390 80bal bogzgmgdn gowogzeom.

bgoal bgmobygmgds sgbebgomal Jodogma Lodysmbegsb Rsdmdmeg-
dobs o Bbama sx3bodgmal 39436sL FaDobBndsMa o (3Lommdws.

Bezhan Khorava

Sokhumi State University

RUSSIAN IMPERIAL POLICY IN ABKHAZIA IN
THE XIX CENTURY

In 1810, Abkhazia joined the Russian Empire as an autonomous principality. By
that time, the border of Abkhazia passed along the Bzipi River in the northwest,
where it bordered on Jiketi, and along the Ghalidzga River in the southeast, where it
bordered on the Principality of Samegrelo (Odishi); from the west it was surrounded
by the sea, and in the north its border ran along the Caucasus Range.

The Principality of Abkhazians was not a single political unit and divided in

separate parts. The authority of the Prince of Abkhazians extended only to the Bzipi
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district, representatives of the princely house of Sharvashidze owned the Gumi and
Abzhua districts, and the mountain communities — Pskhu, Tsebeli and Dali — were
ruled by the Marshania. They did not recognize the rule of the Prince and did not
come under the protection of Russia.

Russian rule did not go beyond the Sokhumi castle, where the Russian garrison
was located. Abkhazians constantly attacked units of the Russian army. In 1821 and
1824 anti-Russian uprisings took place in Abkhazia.

In 1830, the Russian administration of the Caucasus occupied important points
of the Black Sea — Gagra, Bitchvinta, Bambora — to finally subjugate Abkhazia.
Russians built castles and placed garrisons there. At the same time, the Russian
government subdued the rulers of Abzhua and Gumi to the Prince of Abkhazia. Thus,
the Principality of Abkhazia was created only in the 30s of the XIX century by the
Russian military force. In 1837, Russians by force of arms occupied the communities
of the Kodori River — Tsebeli and Dali — and established direct Russian rule there.
In spite of this, the Russian rule was not strong in this region. In 1840-41 years,
an anti-Russian uprising swept over Tsebeli and Dali, which was brutally suppressed
by the government.

In July 1864, the Russian government abolished the Principality of Abkhazia
and imposed direct Russian rule. The last Prince of Abkhazia Mikheil Sharvashidze
(1823-1864) was resettled in Russia, where he died in 1866. The same year, Abkhazia
was renamed Sokhumi Military District.

In 1866, an anti-Russian uprising swept all over Abkhazia. After its suppression,
the tsarist government expelled one part of Abkhazians to the Ottoman Empire. This
process is known as Muhajirism. In 1877, another anti-Russian uprising broke out,
the suppression of which was followed by a new wave of Muhajirism. As a result
of the Muhajirism of Abkhazians, the Kodori Valley and Abkhazian coastline were
completely emptied of population.

As a result of the abolition of the Principality of Abkhazia and the Muhajirism
of Abkhazians, the Russian government received vast territory for colonization. It
gave large lands to Russian officials — military and civilian. At the same time, the
“resort colonization” began from the 70s; Russian officials and officers were granted
land plots in Sokhumi and its environs on favorable terms; monastic colonization was
underway as well; Russian monasteries were founded in Bitchvinta and Psirtskha,
which were also given large land plots.

The Russian government deliberately tried to tear Abkhazia from the Georgian
world and create Russian Abkhazia.
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Kakha Kvashilava
Sokhumi State University

SAMURZAKANO IN THE 18TH-19TH CENTURIES

The lecture using special illustations will focus on the development and devel-
opment of one of the historical-ethnographic provinces of Georgia — Samurzakano.
Emphasis will be placed on the political face of the Samurzakano Sharvashidzes.

We have shown that the goal of Russian Tsarist colonial policy was split in cen-
turies-long coexistence of Georgians and Abkhazians for separation these two frater-
nal peoples. First step in this way was a seizure Samurzakano from Samegrelo. In
connection to this problem there are discovered some new archival documents in
which is shown that by 1843 the apparatus of Governor admitted the illegality of
seizure of Samurzakano.

In addition, we shall talk about the important historical documents relating to
the past of Samurzakano, preserved at the Georgian National Center of Manuscripts

and which were also first introduced into the scientific circulation by us.
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Zurab Papaskiri
Sokhumi State University

RUSSIAN IMPERIAL POLICY IN ABKHAZIA
(20™ CENTURY)

From the beginning of the 20" century the Russian Empire has consistently
continued the process of settlement of Russian colonists in Abkhazia, and the estab-
lishment there of the so-called ‘Russian citizenship consciousness’ as the means of
its colonizing policy. The main strategic objective (from the post-Muhajir period) was
“to fully merge Abkhazians with the population of the Empire.” To achieve this goal,
it was necessary to cut them off from the common Georgian historical and cultural
organism. Thus, the reason of creating the Abkhazian alphabet on the basis of the
Cyrillic script was not as much the education of the Abkhazians themselves, but cut-
ting them off the Georgian cultural world and integrating them with Russian literacy.

Similar goals were set by the Russian authorities in the clerical field. It was
decided (3 September 1898) that only the old Slavonic language should be used for
the liturgy in the areas inhabited by Abkhazians. However, this was considered in-
sufficient, and the authorities raised the question of the separation of Abkhazia from
the Georgian Christian organism and its ecclesiastical affiliation with Kuban (1902).
At the same time there also was an attempt of cutting Abkhazia off administratively
from the rest of Georgia. In 1904, at the request of Prince Alexander Oldenburg, the
government decided to join Gagra and its environs with the Black Sea Governorate.
In 1914, before the outbreak of World War I, the Vicegerent in Caucasia raised the
issue of transforming the Sukhumi Okrug into an independent governorate. Thus, the
authorities of the empire tried to break Abkhazia away from the rest of Georgia and
complete the process of turning the region into a typical Russian province.

The consistent imperial (and at the same time anti-Georgian) policy pursued by
the Russian authorities in Abkhazia for decades has turned Abkhazians, who once
so much hated Russia and everything that was attached to it, into the most devoted
and loyal people to the Empire. From now on, Abkhazians who were led by the
representatives of Abkhazian intelligentsia. They had been raised in Russian educa-
tional space and inspired with anti-Georgian spirit, and thus became a weapon of
Russian imperial politics.

These anti-Georgian Abkhaz leaders were used by the Russian imperial forces
(both by Bolshevik regime and the so-called ‘white’ generals) against Georgia in
1917-1920. They tried to remove Abkhazia from the rest of Georgia. But at that
moment, they failed to achieve its goals. Due to the wise position of the progressive
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part of the Abkhaizian society the Georgian-Abkhazian historical unity was preserved
and Abkhazia officially became an autonomous part of the united Georgian state
(Democratic Republic of Georgia).

Also in vain ended the efforts of the Russian Bolsheviks (as well as the of the
Georgian renegade Bolsheviks) and of the separatist Abkhazian communists to cut
Abkhazia off from the rest of Georgia in the spring of 1921. As a result, Abkhazia
became a part of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia first as a so-called ‘treaty
republic’ and from the year of 1931 as an autonomous republic.

In the 1950s Soviet regime again intensified its subversive activities in Abkhazia,
aimed to restrain Georgia. The Kremlin stood behind the separatist riots in Abkhazia
in 1957, 1967, and 1977-1978, demanding to remove Abkhazia from the Georgian
SSR and to be either declared as an independent republic of the USSR or become
a part of the RSFSR. Moscow was the main inspirator of the Likhny gathering on
18 March 1989, which led to the drastic political crisis in Abkhazia that has subse-
quently grown into the armed conflict on 14 August 1992.

30320M3A9BNS / BIBLIOGRAPHY

336053 mmAogogsbady. sxbsdgdo ©s ogbsdgmo. @mdoemabo, 1990 (http:/
dspace.nplg.gov.ge/bitstream/1234/3489/1/AbxazetiDaAfxazebi.pdf).

603395980 bsogstroggemmb obgmmnnmsb — ogbsdgon. wdzgmmgbo  oFmmopsb
@98y Jmsgetn GMgood@men: xgdsem g3sdsbsmns. 353m3(399mmds ,, 068 9cmg-
G0 odamabo, 2007 (http://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/bitstream/1234/292145/1/Narkvevebi_Saqa-
rtvelos Istoriidan Afxazeti.pdf).

By@sd 333sbgaMa. boM3393000 0b8300Mmzg dx8babgmal ab@mEamma Bom-
Lymosb, 6533. 1. wd3gmgbo ommowsb 1917 bensdmy. mdamobo, 2004 (http://dspace.
nplg.gov.ge/bitstream/1234/29913/1/Narkvevebi_Lpdf); bogz. I 1917-1993. omdoaboa,
2007 (http://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/bitstream/1234/29915/1/Nakveti_I1.pdf).

Avtandil Menteshashvili. Trouble in the Caucasus. New York, 1995.

Zurab Papaskiri. Abkhazia and the Abkhazians in the common Georgian ethno-cul-
tural, political, and state expanse. Part 1. — The Caucasus & Globalization. Journal of
Social, Political and Economic Studies. Institute of studies of the Caucasus. Vol. 2. Issue
2, 2008, CA&CC Press®. Sweden; Part 1I. — The Caucasus & Globalization. Journal of
Social, Political and Economic Studies. Institute of studies of the Caucasus. Vol. 2. Issue
4, 2008, CA&CC Press®. Sweden.

S Iamaxapus, b. Tocua. Abxasua — ucmopuyeckas oonacms I pysuu. Tounucu, 1997.

69



3ypab [lanackupu. Abxaszusn. Hcemopus oe3 ¢hanscugpuxayuu. 3nanue Bropoe, uc-
IpaBJIeHHOC W JomonHeHHoe. Tounucu, 2010.

Essays from the History of Georgia. Abkhazia from ancient times till the pres-
ent days. Chief editor: Jemal Gamakharia . Tbilisi, 2011 (http://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/bit-
stream/1234/10253/1/Abxazia.pdf).

Mariam Lordkipanidze. Essays on Georgian History. Tbilisi, 1994.

Avtandil Menteshashvili. Trouble in the Caucasus. New York, 1995.

Zurab Papaskiri. Abkhazia and the Abkhazians in the common Georgian ethno-cul-
tural, political, and state expanse. Part 1. — The Caucasus & Globalization. Journal of
Social, Political and Economic Studies. Institute of studies of the Caucasus. Vol. 2. Issue
2, 2008, CA&CC Press®. Sweden; Part 1I. — The Caucasus & Globalization. Journal of
Social, Political and Economic Studies. Institute of studies of the Caucasus. Vol. 2. Issue
4, 2008, CA&CC Press®. Sweden.

Lo Iamaxapus, b. Toeus. Abxasus — ucmopuyeckaa oonacmu I pysuu. Tounucu, 1997.

3ypab Ilanackupu. Aéxasua. Hcmopusa 6e3 panvcugpurkayuu. Viznanue BTOpOe, HC-
MpaBlIeHHOE U jaomnojiHeHHoe. Touaucu, 2010.

Dazmir Jojua. Russia and the war of 1992-1993 in Abkhazia. Tbilisi, 2017 (http://
dspace.nplg.gov.ge/bitstream/1234/246800/1/RussiaAndTheWarOf1992-1993InAbkhazia.
pdf).

70



©0dman dmaygm@oa
amosb babym8Bagm mbogg@bodg@o

»0B63BI0NN LO3FMOID 3IGHNMRIN: 39EAMEIdN RO
32NJI6BI3N

ogbodgmol  Ladgmms  Mgb3dgdmongs, 3oGoMs, Lbyd@mm3dnzmmn  bdmeno
dog0 bemgob Lobadommbs s 30330L00b 8mgdl ImMab, adis 3eMGoob gemo-
&ob ©abggbgdabs s ®03dsdmb Bmoge® 3BomImgdgr seanma, Mol asdm(s
3oL ,,Lodgmms MogagMe™ gbmes. 93 gombogyMmoe IMogomBgMmZgeb s Mo
6930m630 ,,00365D980% Imbobmagmdal ¢8(306gLbmdsl BamBmama bwbgb, ma-
mgdoz (3b6mM3EMdbgb nbmmomgdam bmgmgddn o 3Jmbosm YHmngMmoab-
3om9dab, Rzgmma dnEobdogdabs o gmgboms mgdal 3Ggdgdals JogM Bomgdamo
30056943980mgdgdolb dmoga GMown30gd0. Gganmbal ggmamegommds dwg-
bogmdad s d9bgdMngds Mgbm@mbgdds, 3mmo@nin@mds 3o3nGomds, Mmdgm-
03 bgmB8obobzm8n gobos 3oMEnab gmo@gdabogal, sbgzg Loddmms 3ogdomab
96mgbymo 3mmo@ngalb ©sgdomn J3gmgdol dgbadmgdmmdgdds, Lodwmamagds
Bobge ogbobgmal seanmmdfng moEgMgdb sgamo ddmogn sgommdmagn
9obogco ,,356406980%, MmM3mgda(s, magolb dbMog, Lodgmms dmmo@ngada ,,3o-
33obog@0* Jbgmalb gogmagbosbo 3M33mbgbBn asbws, Mmsdsz mdadgs bgmaby-
Bmgdolb bomoggda abgmo 3bbgomo Imemzebggdals dmygebsl, Mmmammgda oG-
36 bomabn, mMxmbogzady o dgMns. sggbadgonl 3mbEHmmo gobws Kommom
3o@Mmbms 3mbxmngd@qdda, GmIgmasz bEomobolb 3gMomwmdn s 8sb d53wgg
aRGem Jomama 3mmo@ngs asbbadmgHe.

Lodgmms 3gGomedn sg3bsbgmo baboMagdemm dgdmbgggel Bomdmawagbl
LLEZ-Fo BoGOMB-3mMngbGms YA gMHNMdabs s baznmbsmyMmno dmmo@ngzol
3500533900b  asbaggdem, obggg, gmbogn®o 6036ob  3moGndamgdsd  Lod-
MEmmE Heame 30bsdommds s gosdmoaghs ghmabymo 3GMmds, Modsz go-
8mabgns gobognmo s Lgdomo@abEmmo 3mbgmaddo s >Ms dmbammubgmo
3mb@-6ogombomma®o  LemnsmabB o g@m3as. 3mbbgbgdsdn bocdmeggbo-
mo 06985 3o@Mmmbagol 3mmo@ngol 3mbGnEgdo s Bomgeb Bomdmdmdawmon
3mmo@oggmo s gmbognfn 3mbgmod@gdo. sbggg, aobgobomaogm s0bndbym
9a30mbda Lasmdogm 33ma3z0Lb BoGoaMgdol asdmbgggz9al.

71



Timothy Blauvelt
llia State University

“ABKHAZIA IN THE SOVIET PERIOD: PATRONS AND
CLIENTS”

A tiny, subtropical strip between the Black Sea coast and the Caucasus moun-
tains, the Soviet Republic of Abkhazia became a vacation retreat for the Party elite
and a major producer of tobacco, earning it the moniker of the “Soviet Riviera.”
The “titular” Abkhaz were a minority of the population in this ethnically diverse and
complex region, living in isolated rural communities with strong traditions of mutual
assistance, customary vengeance, and decisions taken by peasant community gather-
ings. The region’s geography and natural resources, the political capital that came
with access to Party elites, and the affirmative action opportunities presented by Soviet
nationality policy enabled the local leaders in Abkhazia to construct powerful local
ethnic “machines” that in turn became an influential component of the “Caucasian”
network in Soviet politics that propelled major figures like Stalin, Orjonikidze and
Beria to power. Control of Abkhazia became a prize in the patronage conflicts that
came to define higher politics in the Stalin period and beyond.

Abkhazia in the Soviet period presents a useful case in order to understand the
intersection of patron-client relations and nationality policy in the USSR and the ways
in which the politicization of ethnicity ultimately channeled and intensified national
animosities, leading to ethnic and separatist conflict rather than to the anticipated
post-national Socialist utopia. This talk will outline the contours of patronage policies
and the resultant political and ethnic conflicts that emerged from them. We will also

discuss the challenges of doing archival research on this region.
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Tamar Koridze

University of Georgia

CATHOLICOSATE OF ABKHAZIA (WESTERN GEORGIA)
(IX-XVIII CC)

The purpose of the report is to introduce the organization of the church of West-
ern Georgia- — the history of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia from its foundation (IX
cc. 80-90) until its abolition by the Russian Empire in 1814. It is emphasized that
the Catholicosate of Abkhazia was a Georgian Orthodox church with the language
of worship, tradition, architecture, etc.

The report covers the important issues of history of Catholicosate of Abkhazia
such as its founding, the unification of Kartli (Eastern Georgia) to Catholicosate and
the formation of the United Georgian Church, the status of Catholicos of Abkhazia
in the United Kingdom of Georgia, division of the Church of Georgia into the West
and East part and the political preconditions of this event, the lands and boundaries
of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia in different eras.

The article focus on the processes regarding the deterioration of the religious
faith and the decline of the Christianity in Abkhazia itself, transferring of the ca-
tholicosate residence from Bichvinta to Gelati, reducing the boundaries and the lands
of the Catholic Church in the Northwest and Southwestern direction as a result of
difficult political and migration processes (the explosion of the population of the
North Caucasus in the Black Sea) existed in western Georgia in the late Middle ages.

The report discusses the history and iconography of Bichvint’s Virgin Mary, as
the patron saint of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia, the titles of Abkhazian Catholics
and the reasons for referring themselves in their titles of “Abkhaz”, “All North and
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Abkhazia”, “Abkhazian-Imeret”, “Andrew the First”, and “Ponto” , also the abolition

of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia and its preconditions.
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Tea Kartvelishvili
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

CATHOLICOSATE OF ABKHAZIA FROM THE XV
CENTURY TO 1814

Split between the Catholicosate of Abkhazia (West Georgia) and Catholicosate of
Mtskheta (East Georgia) and the emergence of the former as an autonomous entity
in the XV century bore political clout since the idea of secession was promoted by
the political leadership of Western Georgia.

The Catholicosate of Abkhazia continued to function until eliminated by the
Tsarist Russia in 1814. The Catholicosate encompassed the Western Georgian terri-
tory in its entirety and brought together principalities otherwise divided by political
separatism and mutual feud. Catholicoses of Abkhazia actively engaged different arena
of public life be that religious, political, diplomatic or cultural.

Center of the Catholicosate was, first, in Bichvinta, then, since the XVI century
in the St. George monastery in Gelati. The residences of Catholicos’ were located
all over the Western Georgia. Catholicosate seigneurial estate was managed after
Georgia’s royal house model, through central and local officialdom that varied with
individuals from clergy as well as laity.

Catholicosate had its share of ownership of land and liege throughout the entire
West Georgia. Historical documents help define its landownership geography.

The Catholicos of Abkhazia had influential say in the ongoing affairs of West-
ern Georgia; based on his personal authority but more importantly, through decrees
adopted by the regularly held Church councils he influenced the flow of events that

were to take place in his domain.
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Temo Jojua

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

RELATIONS OF THE CLERGY(MEN) OF ABKHAZIA
WITH THE ECCLESIASTICAL CENTERS IN GEORGIA
AND ABROAD

Clergymen of Abkhazia in the 11™-16™ centuries, and first of all, high-ranking
ecclesiastical hierarchs — Catholicoi of Abkhazia, Bishops of Bedia, Mokvi and Dran-
da — had intensive relations with churches and monasteries in various provinces of
Georgia and Georgian ecclesiastical centers abroad.

I will distinguish two specific issues from this long and multifaceted relationship:

1. Provincial origin, ancestral affiliation and cultural identity of ecclesiastical
hierarchies in Abkhazia in the 11"-16™ centuries.

2. Pilgrimage of ecclesiastical hierarchs of Abkhazia in the 11"-16" centuries in
ecclesiastical centers within Georgia and abroad/ in various provinces of Georgia and
Georgian ecclesiastical centers abroad.

Interesting information about the issues under consideration is provided by medi-
eval Georgian written monuments — colophons and testaments of various manuscripts
and epigraphic sources.

Below some notes for illustration:

e The Lapidary inscription of the Gostibe Caber Church (1014-1027) tells us
that Bishop Sophron of Bedia was originally from Kartli and belonged to the family
of local feudal Lords — the Sanivajisdzes.
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e An I1"-century inscription at the Potoleti Monastery suggests that Bishop Da-
miane of Bedia traveled to historic Tori, visited the Potoleti Monastery, and engraved
a prayer/begging inscription on the church’s iconostasis.

e The 1363 inscriptions of the manuscript copied in Gareji and the inscription
of the Monastery of the Vani Caves tell us that Bishop Luke of Mokvi was origi-
nally from Samtskhe and used to pilgrimage in Javakheti before settling in Abkhazia.

e An inscription from the same 16™ century manuscript from Gareji witnesses
that the Catholicos of Abkhazia, Barthlome, visited the Monastery of the Cross in
Jerusalem and made a prayer/begging inscription on the manuscript preserved here.

The study of the illustrated and other notes shows that Abkhazia was an organic
part of the united Georgian ecclesiastical-cultural space in the 11"-16" centuries and
the clergymen of the local settlements were fully integrated in this unified space.
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Lia Akhaladze
Sokhumi State University

CULTURE AND LITERARY WORKS OF THE “KINGDOM OF
ABKHAZIA” ABSTRACT

The “Kingdom of Abkhazia” commonly also known in the historiography by the
name of the kingdom of Egris-Abkhazia originally encompassed the whole territory
of West Georgia. During the later stages it increasingly expanded and embraced
vast part of the Kartli region as well as the Javakheti region. According to the
old Georgian historical tradition, which heretofore is the key historical source for
studying the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”, the age of the kingdom of Abkhazia extended
throughout VIII-X centuries.

While giving an account of culture of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” we focus
on the architecture and the literary works of the period identified above. Its vibrant
architecture is vividly represented through the clerical architectural monuments and
the secular architectural monuments, whereas the extant literary works include clerical
literature and the inscriptions that bear historical significance.

To the heart of what is meant by the clerical architecture of the “Kingdom of
Abkhazia” belong the Dranda Cathedral, the Church of the Holy Archangels Michael
and Gabriel on the mount Msigkhva, the Mokvi Cathedral of the Holy Virgin, the
Khuafi Saint Nikoloz Cathedral, the Ambary and the Mugudzirkhva Churches, the
Otkhara rocky monastery, etc.

The clerical architecture coming from the age of the Kingdom of Abkhazia is
reminiscent of the Georgian culture as it is scattered throughout the territory of the
present day Georgia proper in Imereti, Samegrelo, Guria, Svaneti, Kartli and Javakheti
and great many of them have inscriptions with historical content.

The literary heritage of the age of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” became replen-
ished through works that belonged to the realms of clerical literature as well as
epigraphy of the “Kings of Abkhazia”.

It is noteworthy, that the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” gave prominence to the most
well-known representatives of the Georgian cultural locus at time and gave rise to
its potential; these were clergymen as well as people of secular descent who made
their names immortal through their extraordinary activity. Literary work carried out
by Stephane Sasanoisdze the Georgian hymnographer and translator in the Martvili
Monastery is truly brilliant, the latter formed as center, where during the reign of
George 11“King of Abkhazia” (923-957 AD) the Georgian culture thrived. Through
the charity of George Il patronage was furthermore bestowed to loane Minchkhi the

93



great Georgian hymnographer, author of the wonderful “Lenten Triodion”; not least,
author of the Martyrdom of Michael Sabatsmindeli, called “Abukura” was inhabitant
of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”. The chronicle of the Kings of Egris-Abkhazia as of
the VIII-X cc. titled, the “Divan of the Abkhazian Kings” was written in Georgian
at the orders of Konstantin the “King of Abkhazia”.

Extant literary works devised in the name of the “Kings of Abkhazia” provide
vital information for understanding historical roots of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”
as well as origins of national identity and of statehood of the “Kings of Abkhazia”.
The historical composition mentioned above along with twenty different epigraphic
works executed in the Georgian Asomtavruli script stand for their distinctive features
among those.

Based on its literary culture, historical study, source criticism and paleographic
analysis the region provides further grounds for understanding advanced cultural-his-
torical tendencies in the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”; its early reaction to the transfor-
mation introduced to the Georgian ‘Asomtavruli’ script works as a solid evidence
for actualizing the abovementioned. Hence, the discovery of the earliest samples of
the Georgian ‘Asomtavruli’ script in the ruins of the church on the Msgikhva moun-
tain, located in the Gudauta municipality in the modern day Abkhazia. Furthermore,
this is the region where the cradle of the Georgian literary culture gave birth to
the splendid stone engraving type of “arrow-edged” (“Kidurtsaisruli”) script and its
calligraphy school so as to promote its dissemination from Abkhazia throughout the
entire Georgia proper.

Through its art forms, content and basic cultural essentials architecture as well as
literary culture of the age of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” was cultural phenomenon
entrenched in the early middle age Georgian cultural realm.
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EPIGRAPHIC MONUMENTS OF ABKHAZIA

Inscriptions of historical significance preserved in Kartli, Kakheti, Imereti, Same-
grelo, Abkhazia, Adjara, Racha-Lechkhumi, Svaneti, Javakheti, Samtskhe, Tao-Klarjeti
represent numerous fund of epigraphic monuments of Georgia. Most of them are
located in the northwestern part of Georgia, in the territory of the present-day Au-
tonomous Republic of Abkhazia.

From the epigraphic monuments of medieval Abkhazia lapidary (incised on
stone), metalwork (engraved on icons, crosses, church items), and fresco (painted)
inscriptions have come down to us.

Lapidary inscriptions are found in Georgian, Greek, Latin, and Ottoman (in Ar-
abic script) languages. The fresco inscriptions are preserved only in Georgian and
Greek languages. Among them, the number of Georgian inscriptions reaches one
hundred and their chronology covers 8th-19th centuries. Greek inscriptions are mostly
dated before the 9th century, although Greek graffitos of the 11th century can also
be found. Several Ottoman and Latin inscriptions have survived as well.

Most of the Georgian lapidary and fresco inscriptions are of building/construction
nature by content and are carved on ecclesiastical and secular monuments. In addition,
there are inscriptions of memorial and legal content. Most of the Georgian inscriptions
are written in Asomtavruli script, but there are inscriptions in Nuskha-Khutsuri and
Mkhedruli scripts as well.

The inscriptions of historical content from Msigkhva, Khuapi, Bedia, Ilori, Likh-
ni, Mokvi, Ghumurishi, Tskelikari, Dikhazurga, Chala, Gudakvi, Tsebelda, Tsarche
and other monasctic complexes and churches, inscription of Sukhumi arch bridge,
tombstones and antefixes scattered in various villages are beyond price in terms of
source study and paleography.

The social spectrum of historical figures witnessed in the Georgian epigraphic
monuments of Abkhazia is multifarious. In the inscriptions the names of almost all
strata of the population are presented: of Kings, district governors, high ecclesiastical
hierarchy, priests, masters-builders and ordinary worshipers. In the inscriptions are
named the Kings of the Kingdom of ,,Abkhazia“ and United Georgia: Giorgi II (922-
957), Bagrat III (978-1014, Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi II Kurapalat (1072-1089),
Konstantine King of Kings (son of David Narin) (1293-1227); Major royal officials,
district governors, and local feudal lords: grand duke and royal treasurer Abulasan son
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of Job, royal chancellor and of Chkondidi (court minister?), Vache Protospatar and
Ipatos, Giorgi son of Basil, Giorgi Gurgenidze, “Queen of Queens” Sagdukht, grand
duke and minister of interior affairs Giorgi Dadiani, “Queen of Queens” Marikhi,
grand duke and minister of interior affairs Ozbeg Dadiani, Levan I Dadiani, Ra-
bia prince of “Anakosi”; ecclesiastical figures: unknown builder of Khopi (Khuapi)
“Mamadmtavari”, Archbishop Giorgi, Catholicos of Abkhazia Nikoloz Gonglibaisdze,
Sopron of Bedia, Archbishops and Metropolitan bishops Anton Zhuanisdze, Kirile
Zhuanisdze, Germane Chkhetidze, Grigol of Mokvi, priest of Ilori Church Giorgi
Kocholava, priest Merkili of Tskelikari Church, deacon of Gudavi Church, etc. Church
builders: Svimon elder bricklayer (gomo@mborgbazgbo), Grigol Svimon elder brick-
layer (gomo@mborgbegbo), Giorgi bricklayer (gomo@mbn), Mikael bricklayer
(3omo@mbo), Luka Martinava, Saba son of Mleli. In the inscriptions are mentioned
as well ordinary worshipers, locals: Mikael, Giorgi, Pashadze, Rosha, Nugamtsira,
etc. This is an incomplete list of historical figures who created material and spiritual
culture on the territory of modern Abkhazia throughout the Middle Ages.

30320M3A3BNd / BIBLIOGRAPHY

JoGormma Bombgmadol 3m@3qbo, §. I modnommmn BombgMgdo, wabag-
mgo bagommggmmb Bambg@gda. 6s33. I (IX — X bb.) dgoanbs s gsdmbszgdam
3madbos gomgmo bommasgsd, md., 1980.

3omg@a Lommagsgs. badgaMgmm-sgbabgmal gdng@sogogs, md., 2005 //

Moo dbomady. sggbsdgmal g3oaMogags Bmam@g baab@mEom Bgodm. 1. (ms3-
0G0 @ BMgbgmmo BambyMgda), md., 2005.

oo dsbomodg. BgFommdomo gnm@es dms Loymyznbggdolb ogbabgmdo, ,bL3g-
gomo® N1, g396bomgdomo gmgd@®mbama damabagm@o ga@bomo, http:/www.
spekali.tsu.ge/index.php/ge/article/viewArticle/1/5

Corpus of Georgian Inscriptions, vol. II. Lapidary inscriptions, Inscriptions of Western
Georgia. Part I (IX-X centuries) was compiled and prepared for publication by Valery
Silogava, Tb., 1980 (In Georgian).

Valery Silogava. Epigraphy of Samegrelo-Abkhazia, Tb., 2005 (In Georgian).

Lia Akhaladze. Epigraphic Monuments of Abkhazia as a Historical Source. 1. (Lapi-
dary and fresco inscriptions), Tb., 2005, (in Georgian with an English summary). https://
.sou.edu.ge/ge/books/afkhazetis-epigrafika-rogorts-saistorio-tskaro/907

Lia Akhaladze. The Culture of Writing in Medieval Abkhazia, ,Electronic Bilingual
scholary peer — reviewed journal, “Spekali” #1, 2010. http://www.spekali.tsu.ge/index.

php/en/text/index/1

elibra

100



mod sbamadg
bembndol bobgendbogm wbozgmbodgdo

3IREN3INEIHIRN dBbIDBIANNN

LogoMomggmmb  BOmomm-absgmam  Bobamdo  8rgdemgmdl  sggbsbgmal
23@™Mbm3on@o Mgb3ndmongs, GmIgmoa Imogegh dggmo Lojommggmmb ab-
GMOoqm-ggmaoganm 3MHmg0b3008L — sx3badbgolb ©s bsbommdmag Lsdg-
ac9mmb/meodob  Ggfo@mmnsb. 8obo gosdomsados  bLmbydo, abEmGommo
Byommgdal cmobobdo ngozg (3bdo.

BgBommdomo abEmGogmo Bysmgdo 8mB3mdgb, Mm3 sgbsbgmal go-
Boga®o Gz, Loygnbggdal Fobdomdy IMogomaygmmgebo  ©o (339 down
ogm — aobbogmommgdom  Demgob bmmab ©obobmgdgdo. 885 gobodammdgd-
5 @Momoionmo Ladmgom — bogagfm gHomngMmmdgdn ©s oo 86Mgdyndol
30l 35030, MmBgmoi Mebodgommgg sx3bsdgmdg gogmon gzmm3obs ©s
5D0ab dofomon d5bMgdobzgb dogdommgdmes. 98 god@m@gdds  bgmo dgu-
Bym ogbodgmal Lobsdomm bmeal Jomogdolb Godal ©obobmgdeymem 3m64@qddn
93MbmBogmMo s FPMBYOImo  PRD0gMomdgdol aobgzomamgdsl, 3gHdme,
b330 Jomogn&o (36mzEgdal bEomabogalb @e8sbsbasmgdgm 3nmEE MMM
Lo3domBal gogmgbsl. gb Loddombo gobbsgmmmgdom ngMmdbmds dggma dgMm-
db6gdal, Mm3sgmgdob, aqbygmgdobs @s  mbIsmms gogmgbol ML, dogbg-
©3350 3gbabgmalb brmgol Dmmdn sMbgdymo gobogymo dMogemaygmmsbgdabs,
53 QFMm0gMmomdgdds mgambsoBobm gogmgbs 396 ©s@mgs Ims Lo inbggdab
>q3bobgmnl  ymgoom  (3bmzMgdobs s Bo@gMosma®m  3MmEModg, od(ze
BFoo(300@ 34300  3NmEB0gNmEANmo (3bm3zcgdal Bqbgdo.

dmo Logmbggdal ogbadgmdn Labdmaswmgdfog NEHmngHmmMdgddn gowsd-
09398 Gmmb 00353mdws  bamgbaomds, dudydGgmds, ddswbagaimds, LEY-
35M35b30bdmmds, Lyxr®mal GMswazns ©s . 3. 0IbGYM0  gomsmgds agedslb
Logdommggmmb bbgs ob@mMonm-ggmamegogm  Mganmbgddng, go6bsgnmg-
dom doolb Bmbob bmz0830. Joybgoegem, gmbognma dMsegemagmmabgdabs,
Logom gPmGegm @omgdamgdoms ghomdmomds Jdbows badsmggmmb
960006 390G 9O gr-0bmmoge boghEgb v dgm@egamdatham ghmogh-
omdasms sb3gd@3dn, 98 bLogMzobash dmbygg@oo M3 sxbsbgomn asbabomgds.

I Lo gMbggdobogsb gobbobgeggdom, Imbaobmamdolb omBgMolb ©ogmMg-
doo, 3980 LodYLEoom dgggzodmas gobomdmimo XIX, XX @ XXI  Loygy-

101



69980L oggbabgmal gmbogn® o FHmENEYm dMogormygmmgbgdody. o8 3g-
GomEolb sggbsbgmn dofomomse JeMmggmgdom, sxbsbdgdom, 39@dbgdoms ©o
906M59mgdoc agm obobmmgdymo,  8s3M38 Mbgmalb 033gMH0ob gdmamago-
a0 3mmo@ngob Bysmmdom  goboggmo Gmge bgm-bgms dgozgems. XIX
Loy gmbal sgbabgmdo a3bzogds JoMmormmo, sgbsdama, dg@mdbmma, Gabamo
©> bmdby@o ©obobmgdgda. XX bLoyzmbgdo sgbodgmab gombozn®o L3gd@Ho
3983MnM3zs, Inbabrmgmdal os@bgMal ogm@gdom Rsbl, Gm3 sMbgdmmm Jym-
&09obagn@ L39J@ML 7358696 M3 Mnbgmgda, dgmmEnbgdo, mbgda, >bym-
do0gobgmygda, sboMogmada, JnGomgdo s bbgs. dgbgdMogns, dmbabmgmdal gb
396900 3d@onMom 0yzbgb bomdmmagboma babmgsmgdmogo (3bmzMgdol bb-
3o00bbgs bggMmmadn, Mo dMegomaygmmgsb InmEognm@aenm Lbymsob Jo-
bows. ox53bobgm3n, abggzg Gmam@g Ladomggmmlb bbgs dbatggdda, Laddmms
39Momedo bbgomabbgs  3nm@uOnm ©s gmbogn® xanxngdb dmGob  ombg-
dama 3mEBognmENENmo 9Hmnghnmdgda bominbggdol 8sbdomdg  zbm
906mbgdmsb s JNMEBNMYdNb 3ogdomgdal GFowoiEonm @m@MIgdlb s go-
Amomgdsl  gymEbmdmes. doMggm Mogdo, gb aym Jomggmms o sxbsb-
®o GMoEoEogmo  fMmogmomdgdo, Mm3gmbsi bagombsmuo 0gb&mdal
LogFom Loddmmmgdo s IgbGommds gom Logydzmosc.

XX bogygmbolb 80-006 Brmgdob dgmeg babggemdn Laddmms 3ogdamol Lobdm-
350MgdM03-3Mmm0G03nm (36m3Mgdsdo ©obyqgdmmds 3Gm39bgdds s  Lodgm-
®o 0839600L goeMRgbol dmma@ninmds 53568 0n@s8 Jgobams Logznbmgsb
BMo@n(3098by ©e8YsMgdyma dnmE0inmEnEma d3300mds.

3mbELadgmms, myndnmgdnm sxbsdgmdo gobyws 3ogdoma Bambyymbs o
®565390MmMm39mdsl  ImEab, sMmzgnmos 3FmEMabs s ngbGmdal boddm-
mmgdal gBomdmomds: Laghom gbs, ds@gmosmama gam@ams, bgb-Rzgnmg-
dg00.  dmbgdMagos, gzomzgaasl  asboizalb  GMowaoymn  dPmE o -
GPPmo Pemogmomdgdo, Mmdgmoi 030Magos s M brgds gmemgd@ondo
3gbbogmgdal bsbamon. mobsdgmmgg sx3bobgmdn Jum@uabs ©o 0gb@&mdal
3MOId300b 3gRaeR @aMEgmos bbgorabbzs gmbogns @ yyméyhoe
®a9598L dmEob  bagyzmbggdal obdomby sMbgdamo GFMo@ozonmo MMM M-
0mdgdol ab@mEonmo 306mbbdmBngHgds.

o8 gmbby 3Mazmobdg@yzgmos ob Lggws, GmBgmbs GHswaonma Jo-
Aogm-sg3bsdgmo HOmoghomdgdol  30dsmo ahgblb JoMormmo s sgbsbymo
3NN Pmo  Lgmemgdo. 6odydsw s dmdsgmol ndgoem dmazyeglh sxbabo

3my@ob ds8om gomosl mgdLo:
»3bgeeg Rzgbl dmMob RsBrgsms Gyzos, ghon@mmb 88sg0 396 ©o3MRs-

by,

8008 Mo 3mym 3 amb, Gm3gmo 396 ©03064gdL Bme® w©udds-
dgb*.
102



Lia Akhaladze
Sokhumi State University

MULTICULTURAL ABKHAZIA

The autonomous republic of Abkhazia is located in the north-western part of
Georgia, which includes the historical geographical provinces of old Georgia — Ab-
khazia and partly the territory of Samegrelo/Odishi. Its capital is Sukhumi, according
to historical sources, the same Tskhumi.

Written historical sources testify that the ethnic map of Abkhazia has been mul-
tifarious and variable over the centuries — especially the settlements along the coast.
This was due to the traditional maritime-trade relations and the route of the Great
Silk Road, which ran through modern Abkhazia to the main markets of Europe and
Asia. These factors contributed to the development of economic and cultural relations
in the urban settlements of the Abkhazian coastline, in particular, the influence of
the cultural symbiosis characteristic of the urban lifestyle in Tskhumi. This symbiosis
is especially felt under the influence of the ancient Greeks, Romans, Genoese, and
Ottomans. Despite the ethnic diversity in the Abkhazian coastline, these relations
have not had a significant impact on the life-style and material culture of medieval
Abkhazia, although multicultural life-style has become a tradition.

Relatives, breastfeeding, relationship of sworn brothers, hospitality, table tradi-
tion, etc. played a crucial role in public relations in medieval Abkhazia. There is an
identical situation in other historical-geographical regions of Georgia, especially in
the mountain zone society. Despite the ethnic diversity, the combination of common
cultural values created a unified cultural-historical space of Georgia and in terms of
multicultural relations, neither is Abkhazia considered to be separated from this space.

Unlike the Middle Ages, according to the population registers, we can speak
more accurately about the ethnic and cultural diversity of Abkhazia in the 19th, 20th
and 21th centuries. During this period, Abkhazia was largely inhabited by Georgians,
Abkhazians, Greeks, and Jews, but thanks to the demographic policy of the Russian
Empire, the ethnic map gradually changed. In the 19th century Abkhazia Georgian,
Abkhazian, Greek, Russian and Armenian settlements are found. In the 20th century,
the ethnic spectrum of Abkhazia expanded, the population registers show that Ukrai-
nians, Belarusians, Ossetians, Azerbaijanis, Assyrians, Kurds, and others were added
to the existing multiethnic spectrum. Naturally, these strata of the population were
actively represented in various spheres of public life, creating a diverse multicultural
picture.
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In Abkhazia, as well as in other parts of Georgia, the multicultural relations
between different cultural and ethnic groups during the Soviet period was based
on traditional forms and experiences of centuries of relations with foreign ethnic
groups and cultures. First of all, it was the traditional relations between Georgians
and Abkhazians, which was based on the common symbols and mentality of the
national identity.

The processes that began in the public and political life of the Soviet Union
in the second half of the 1980s, and the political venture of the Soviet Empire’s
survival, sacrificed multicultural peace based on centuries-old traditions.

In post-Soviet, occupied Abkhazia, the connection between the past and the pres-
ent has been severed, the combination of cultural and identity symbols has been
broken: common language, material culture, customs. Naturally, traditional multicul-
tural relationships are devalued, which is being lost and which is not part of the
collective memory. As a result of the correlation of culture and identity in modern
Abkhazia, the historical regularity of the traditional relations between different ethnic
and cultural groups has been violated.

Against this background, the melancholy of Georgian and Abkhazian cultural
schools towards traditional Georgian-Abkhazian relations is eloquent. Below the poem
of the Abkhazian poet Shamil Filia as a model and hope for the future:

“I see a bullet stuck between us, we couldn’t evaluate each other’s care,

But what can I do with this heart that cannot forget Nodar Dumbadze'.”
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Abkhazia, a multiethnic and multicultural region of Georgia. Reader in multiethnic
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Tea Kartvelishvili

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

LITERARY CULTURE IN ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia (territory of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia) has always been
indispensable part of the cultural environment of Georgia.

Catholicosate center (until the middle of XVI century) and various Bishoprics
here encouraged literary activities to extend wide and far. The extant manuscript
heritage witnesses the high levels this field of culture accounted for. Generally, we
can split the manuscript heritage of Abkhazia into three parts:

1. Manuscripts that were copied or restored in the literary centres in Abkhazia.
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2. Manuscripts that were not originally composed here nonetheless they belonged
to one of the literary centers in Abkhazia.

3. Manuscripts that had to do with Abkhazia content wise, vast majority of those
date back to the XIX century.

Apart from the manuscript books historical documents that find their origin in
this region (Abkhazia) as well as documents that reveal different kind of information
on Abkhazia are key. The material that came down to us once again sheds light that
the royal office (chancellary) of princes of Abkhazia and its nobility held official
correspondence in Georgian. This is, yet, another piece of evidence that Abkhazia
was integral part of Georgia both cultural and political wise.
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Nino Kavtaria

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

ART IN MEDIEVAL ABKHAZIA
(The art history perspective on the analysis of the artifacts
found in the Abkhazian region)

One of the oldest regions of Georgia — Abkhazia — stands out for its active cul-
tural life since the Bronze Age. Ancient tombs, old towns, castles, bridges, churches
and monasteries are clear proofs of this. Along with the ancient megalithic buildings,
dolmens, one also finds ancient Christian temples here.

The cultural heritage of medieval Abkhazia, the survived architectural monuments,
reliefs, metal works, mural paintings and lavishly illustrated manuscripts also reflect
the features of theso-called “Black Sea” artistic stream. In the beginning it was Greek,
then Hellenistic-Roman, and finally Byzantine cultural influence, and the fusion of
these traditions with local artistic culture.

Early Christian churches on the territory of Georgia have been discovered in the
settlement of Bichvinta (Greek: ITitvodg, ITitvodvrog, ITitiovty) and dates back to the
4" century. It also should be noted that Bishop Stratophilus from Bichvint participated
in the Council of Nicaea of 325.The existence of two ancient, three-nave basilicas
is also confirmed in Bichvinta. Of particular note are mosaic paintings found in one
of the basilicas, with Christian symbols. When we talk about Bichvinta mosaics, we
should not miss the fragments of two secular mosaicpanels found here: with Triton
(3rd century) and elephants (5"-6" centuries). These examples of mosaic painting
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reflect the artistic traditions of the Late Antique and Early Christian art and clearly
indicate on the influence of the artistic traditions of the neighboring Christian East
countries.

Two slabs of Tsebelda iconostasis with spot scenes from Gospel story belong to
this early period,dating back to the 7"century. The old Gagra church (6"c.), which was
almost preserved in its original form, is characterized by distinctive artistic features.
G. Chubinashvili called it — the “three-churched basilica”. Also, the church of Dranda
(8"c.) contains characteristic signs of the Mtskheta Holly Cross church, as well as
features of early Byzantine architecture. Basilica of Gantiadi, construction of which
is associated with the name of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian, is also characteristic.

The architecture of Abkhazia of 8"-10"cc is of so-called the “written cross” type
and represents different phases of one stylistic direction: Bzipi (8th c.), St. Simon
the Canaanite Church of Anakophia (10" c¢.) Likhne (9"-10% c.), Mokvi 10" c.)
Bedia (10%c.) churches.Immense Byzantine influence on these temples is obvious;
presumablythe local builders trained in Byzantium or Greek masters were involved
in the construction process. One canalso observe a connection with the monuments
of Eastern Georgia.

A look at the mosaic and monumental paintings of medieval Abkhazia shows
that it follows the general direction of the development of Georgian mural painting.

Distinctive paintings can be found in Bedia church (late 13" — T half of 14" cc.),
Likhne (14" ¢.), Bichvinta domed church (16" ¢.), Tskhelkari (16"-17" ¢.) and others.

Discussing Likhne murals, byzantine influencies evident, rare iconographic details
did not find its analogies (e.g., the composition of Abraham’s procession).

Presumably, Mashap-Okhuame’s painting (15%century) is connected with local
artistic traditions. Thus, the different influences of mosaic and wall painting in
Medieval Abkhazia are more or less visible: in one case (in Bichvinta mosaics)
Hellenistic and early-Christian, in the second case (Likhne) — the influence of the
Palaeological, metropolian artistic school, and in the third case the proximity to the
artistic traditions of the Mount Athos.

The cultural heritage of Abkhazia is not only distinguished by its architectural
monuments and wall paintings, but also by the manuscripts copied and created there.
As it is known, the most important centers of Georgian culture operated on the ter-
ritory of Abkhazia were: Mokvi, Bedia, Ilori, Likhni, Tsebelda, Tsarche and others.

There are not many manuscript books from churches and monasteries of Abkha-
zia preserved until now, but their significance and artistic value, their place in the
study of Georgian manuscript heritage are indefinite.

The Bichvinta Gospels (H-2120), named after its recent place of protection, was
owned by the Bichvinta Church of the Virgin before the 1870s, from where it was
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transferred to the St. Petersburg Public Library. On the upper part of the silver-clad
book-cover, the single inscription preserved. According to the inscription, the cover of
the manuscript was created to celebrate the victory of Solomon Shervashidze and his
son, Azragan Gurieli on Lipar Dadiani, and manuscript was donated to the Bichvinta
Church of the Mother of God. Bichvinta Gospel miniatures continue the local tradi-
tions and to some extent show the original character of Georgian miniature painting.

The Mokvi Gospels (Q-902), preserved at the National Center of Manuscripts,
is an outstanding specimen of Georgian calligraphic art and miniature painting of
the turn of the 13th-14" centuries. The Manuscript was copied — conjecturally in
the Mokvi monastery scriptorium — in 1300 by the monk Eprem on the order of
Daniel, the Archbishop of Mokvi.

The artistic image of the Manuscript is determined by the miniatures inserted
in the text and characteristic details of the decoration. The manuscript stands out
with abundance of miniatures — unusual for the 13"-14th centuries: its especial ar-
tistic peculiarity lies in the miniatures done on sheet gold.The art ensemble of the
manuscript is the best specimen of Early Palacologian art in Georgian and generally,
Christian cultural tradition.The striving towards novelties, manifested in them, and the
reflection of the advanced artistic trends of the period impart landmark significance
to the Mokvi Gospel, while the unique technique of execution of the miniatures
(color stains laid on leaf gold) places it along with the most brilliant monuments
of the world culture.

The Bedia Gulani is the manuscript of the 17%-18" centuries, which contains
the following books: the Gospels, the Apostles, the Psalms, the hymns of the 12
months, synaxarion, etc. Calligrapher Gabriel Lomsanidze was invited from Shavsheti
to transcribe Gulani by Germane from Bedia. Other calligraphers also took part in
the coping: Ambrose Kargareteli and Svimeon of Euphrates, also known as Svimeon,
the son of Giorgi. All three of these manuscripts are currently kept at the Korne-
liKekelidze Georgian National Center for Manuscripts.

From the metal work samples, the chalice of Bedia and Holy Virgin’s silver
icon from Bichvinta will be focused on.

The chalice of Bediaclearly shows the signs characteristic for Georgian gold-
smithing of the 10%-11"%centuries — the search for a plastic sculptural appearanceof
the image. A liturgical vessel is made of ducat gold and richly decorated. Dated
back to c. 999, the chalice was commissioned by King Bagrat III for the Bedia
Monastery in Abkhazia.
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Salome Okruashvili-Bakhia
Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

CULTURE IN ABKHAZETI
(ACCORDING TO ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL)

The study of Abkhazian ethnic culture is related to issues of Abkhazian history.
The people, whom the Georgians called Abkhazians, came from the north-western
Caucasus, raiding the country first in the 1¥-2" A.D. centuries and then from the
70s of the 15" century to the 18" century. There was quite a big difference between
the early wave and the late settler. The early groups were a discrete wave, in other
words they were not formed into ethnographic groups. The late wave, on the contrary,
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was already distinguished by its ethnic name and language. In the second late wave
Abazes, Jiks, Kabardians were distinguished. The tribes of the early wave should
be considered the ancestor of the late settlers, but there was a considerable distance
between them, both in terms of time and the level of development. The population
settled by the second wave formed modern Abkhazians. As for the tribes of the early
wave, it seems that they had been mixed and into the Georgians.

According to Greek sources, in the lowlands the population which came in the
2" century, settled apart from those who came in the 5" century. According to Pro-
copius of Caesarea, they had a nomadic form of settlement and were divided into
tribal groups. They worshiped mountains, rivers, forests and trees.

In the 8" — 15" cc Georgian and foreign sources there is no information pre-
served on the distinction of the population settled in the II-V centuries.

In the 15" century when a new wave of tribes came down from the North-West
Caucasus, Georgians called them Abkhazians. They brought a peculiar settlement
form — torn roof hut. Other buildings (both residential and agricultural) they complete-
ly adopted from the Megrels. Foreign authors unanimously point out that the way of
life of Abkhazians and Circassians is the same. These authors call them “Abazes”.

Although the new wave was influenced by Georgians, as the level of the cultural,
socio-economical and even political development of the host society was higher, they
were no longer assimilated into the Georgian people, as the settlers of the new
wave were formed into a distinct ethnic group, with their own customs, religion
and language.

Contemporary Abkhazians have brought an element of culture from the North
Caucasus that was previously unacceptable to the Christian religion in Georgia — the
“sky burial”. They managed to revive a pagan religion. According to the beliefs of
the contemporary Abkhazians, natural events, agricultural activities, cattle breeding,
farming, hunting, beekeeping, blacksmithing, every sacred swamp or tree is headed by
its own deity. They have never had any building as a place of worship, their sacred
places were mountains, forest edges, separate groves and selected trees.

The wedding customs appeared to be the most solid in the traditional customs
of the Abkhazians. Initially they brought down so-called “Urvad”, the bride-buying
custom. Abkhazians strictly observed exogamy at the time of marriage, but at the
time of settlement a levirate form of marriage was prevalent in their large family.
In the event of the husband’s death, the unmarried brother of a deceased man was
obliged to marry his brother’s widow. This was related to “Urvad” and the economic
situation. At the time of settlement, the Abkhazian family was polygamous, a man
could have 2-3 wives. It was the Muslim influence which was caused by the Turkish
invasion of the North Caucasus in the 17" century. In the 19" century the rules of
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marriage were almost completely changed. “Urvadi” was replaced by the institute of
“dowry”, practiced by Georgians, and polygamy was abolished. The form of levirate
marriage was also abolished.

The oral traditions of the Abkhazians are the first source of their history, as they
had no alphabet until 1954 and therefore could not have written sources. “Nart Saga”
is a collection of ethnogenetic and genealogical legends, which reflect their culture,
identity, origin and migration processes. “Nart Saga” is of international origin. It orig-
inated in the North Caucasus and was created by various tribes. The Abkhazian “Nart
Saga” could not be the starting point for the epic cycle of other Caucasian tribes,
as it was formed partly under the influence of the archaic legends of the Adyghe
and Ossetian legends. “Abkhazian nart legends” are the children of one mother, one
family, one surname. Their mother “Satanei Gvasha” with her children and relatives
live in the gorge of the river Kuban. They have neighboring Goliaths (people) whose
country is warm, with vine yards and green grass. They forced peaceful Goliaths to
cede part of their territory. Narts establish rules of movement between the country
of the Goliaths and the Kuban Valley. In addition to the “Nart Epic”, other legends
also reflect ethnogenetic processes, where passes are often mentioned — Marukhi,
Sanchari, Khimsa, Dzina, the headwaters of the rivers Bzipa and Zelenchuk. The
people sacrificed something to the souls of the mountains and passages. Such deities
acquired sacral significance for Abkhazians. One of the most important such shrines
and deities is based on Mount Pshu. After crossing this mountain, they established
their first village on this mountain plain, in the cave “Fshu”, this area was suitable
for settlement, the migrant population lived here in three villages and gradually came
to Abkhazia from the mountain, after multiplying, but before settlement they raided
for a long time. The nomadic population in Pshu was first semi-flat and then moved
to residential life.
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Tamar Abuladze
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COLLECTIONS OF MANUSCRIPTS OF THE KORNELI
KEKELIDZE
GEORGIAN NATIONAL CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts is the richest depos-
itory of Georgia. The collections of the Centre include up to 10,000 Georgian and
5,000 foreign language manuscripts (V-XIX centuries), 40,000 Georgian and foreign
language historical documents, 188 archives of writers and public figures.
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Korneli Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts (hereinafter, the Centre) was estab-
lished in 1958 on the basis of the Manuscripts Department of the Georgian State
Museum. The center united the collections gathered by the leaders of the Ecclesi-
astical Museum, the Literacy Society and the Historical-Ethnographic Society in the
19th and 20th centuries.

The Society for the Promotion of Literacy among Georgians was founded in
1879 in Thilisi on the initiative of Georgian public figures Ilia Chavchavadze, Dimitri
Kipiani, Iakob Gogebashvili and others. Today this collection is united in the National
Center for Manuscripts, the S Collection.

Fund A contains the manuscripts that were part of the collection of the Tbilisi
Ecclesiastical Museum before its abolition; established in 1889 in Tbilisi on the
initiative of Dimitri Bakradze. In 1921 the Ecclesiastical Museum was abolished
and its collection of manuscripts was transferred to Tbilisi State University, in 1930
to the Manuscripts Department of the Georgian State Museum, and later, after the
establishment of the National Center for Manuscripts, these manuscripts were merged
into the Center’s collection.

Georgian Historical and Ethnographic Society was founded in 1907 in Tbilisi on
the initiative of Ekvtime Takaishvili. 1922 The society was headed by Iv. Javakhish-
vili. The manuscripts belonging to the community are currently preserved in the H
Fund of the National Center for Manuscripts.

The Q Collection is the only new and growing foundation of the National Center
for Manuscripts. The fund was established in 1919 in Tbilisi within the framework
of the Georgian State Museum.

The center’s funds contain a rich collection of foreign language manuscripts:
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, Armenian, Latin, Ethiopian, etc.

Arabic, Persian, and Turkish manuscripts are collected in the Kajarian (K), Cen-
tral (PAC) and Local (L) collections of the Center; Manuscripts and fragments of
Dagestani origin are separated as a sub-collection.

Historical documents: The Georgian Documents collection has about 40 000
documents. The documents date back to IX-XIX centuries. The fund presents both
secular and ecclesiastical documents, as well as Georgian-Persian historical documents.

The collection contains about 500 Persian documents (XVI-XIX): firmans, hokms,
purchase documents with resolutions of the Shahs of Iran, Georgian kings and other
state officials. Also, up to 300 Ottoman documents (mostly originals).

The archive fund of the center unites the archives of Georgian and foreign sci-
entists, writers, poets and public figures, artists, political, state and military figures,
emigration figures, clergy, as well as the Georgian Historical and Ethnographic Society
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and the Synod Chancellery. The collection belonging to the Georgian papyrologist
Grigol Tsereteli.

The following written monumnts should be especially noted — Georgian, foreign
language manuscripts, historical documents, archival material, which are distinguished
by their antiquity, artistic value, completeness and reflect the tradition of manuscript
creation, historical contacts, the place of Georgian manuscript heritage in the cultural
area of the Middle East:

Georgin manuscripts: Alaverdi Four Gospels (A-484, 1054), Gelati Four Gospels
(Q-908, 12th c.), palimpsest (H-999, 5th-6th cc.13th-14th cc.), Psalms (A-38, 10th
-11th cc.), Astronomical treatise (A-65, 12th c.), Shota Rustaveli, “The Man in the
Panther’s Skin” (H-599, 1646), Vakhtang VI, “Book of Chemistry” (S-3721, 1740) etc.

The foreign language manuscripts: Arabian — Ibn—Sina, “Kanun”, Persian — Ni-
zami Ganjevi, “Khamse”, Hebrew — Lailashi Bible, Syriac — Amulet, Manjurian —
Life of the Buddhist Monk; Georgian, Persian, Georgian-Persian, Ottoman historical
documents (16th-18th cc.).

Archive materials — folios from archive collection of the great Georgian scientist
Ivane Javakhishvili, fragments of the poems of the Georgian classic poet Vaja-Pshave-
la, papyrus from the collection of Grigol Tsereteli (3rd c.BC).
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Esma Mania

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

Irina Gogonaia

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

ABKHAZIA IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE NATIONAL
CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS
(INTERACTIVE PROGRAM)

Archival material, a collection of systematized documents, has artefact value and is
applicable for retrospective research criteria. It can be divided in two parts: official
documentation and personified segment.Official documentation — acts, protocols, re-
ports, official correspondence, as a historical source, only portrays upon the regla-
mented form of objective reality since documents of this kind impose the burden
of social and political directives as well as bureaucratic etiquette any time and in
any country.

In such a situation it is even more interesting, how impartial is the archival
information within the frontier regions populated by multicultural societies, where the
values are increasingly put under the pressure of marginalization.

The personalized segment of archival material — memoirs, diaries, personal cor-
respondence, records, as a completely different type of historical source, has unique
characteristics. It often complements and clarifies, and sometimes quite legitimately
puts under question officially recognized historical data.

The history of Abkhazia preserved in the personal archival funds of the National
Center of Manuscripts of public figures (Gabriel Kikodze, Ambrosi Khelaia, Kirion
Sadzaglishvili, Petre Konchoshvili, Tedo Sakhokia, Iakob Gogebashvili...) is personi-
fied. Here, facts, events, processes are considered from the so-called ,,psychological
openness*, autobiographical prism, because archival documents reflect the personal
views and feelings of the direct participants of the events.

The thematic configuration of the archival material of our research is not small,
however, due to the thematic modules of the curriculum of the International School
of the National Centre of Manuscripts, we will focus on linguistic, educational, text-
books, monastic infrastructure and related issues.

In the interactive program prepared on the basis of these archival documents,
we focus on the actualization of these documents as a historical source, on the
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need for their inclusion in scientific circulation; on the coefficients of the quality
of objective information in a personified source, on the separation of real fact and
conscious fact, on the functional typology of this material. The focus of the research
is not so much on the reflection of historical events (historical outcomes), but on
the perceptions of these events by contemporaries, which leads to the acceptance of
alternative historical interpretations, hence much more liberal scientific environment,
which is a necessary condition for taking constructive steps, as well as in resolving
so-called frozen conflicts.

The interactive program focuses on archival material as a self-formed research
space, respectively, as an authentic indicator of trends and situations. Private initiative
is highlighted as an act of high civic importance, especially in the context of the

relationship between the region and the center.
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Nanuli Targamadze

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

OLD GEORGIAN PRINTED BOOKS AND TWO ABKHAZIAN
EDITIONS PRESERVED IN THE KORNELI KEKELIDZE
NATIONAL CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS

Korneli Kekelidze National Center of Manuscripts is rich in a collection of old
printed books and rare editions, most of which are preserved in the Room of the
Rare Editions named after Ch. Sharashidze.

The collection of the first printed Georgian book, which contains 303 units,
is separated. Important exhibits in this collection are the first books in Georgian
printed text — “Georgian-Italian Dictionary” and “Georgian Alphabet with Prayers”,
published in Italy by the Propaganda Fide Press of the Sacred Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith, which was established in Rome in 1622 for the purpose of
spreading Catholicism in non-Catholic countries. This fact is not accidental, because
King Teimuraz I of Georgia was looking for an ally in European countries due to
his historical misfortune. Teimuraz I sent his ambassador Nikoloz Cholokashvili to
Rome to ask for support from Pope Urban VIII.

Before meeting with the Pope, the Georgian ambassador was baptized as a Cath-
olic and named Niceforo Irbach. Niceforo waited to no avail for the pope’s mercy.
Although the Georgian ambassadorial mission did not have much political success,
his visit was not in vain. In order to strengthen the propaganda of the Catholic
faith, the Congregation decided to publish the books needed to study the Georgian
language and thus to strengthen the permanent mission in Georgia. Niceforo properly
estimated the existing situation and with his support and with the participation of the
Italian Stefano Paolini, two Georgian books were published in Rome in 1629: “Geor-
gian-Italian Dictionary” (Rar52/2) and “Georgian Alphabet with Prayers” (Rar27/1°).

“Georgian-Italian Dictionary” is printed in three columns: Georgian words in
the first (left) column, Italian transliteration in the second (middle) column, and an
explanation of the meaning of each word in Italian in the third (right) column. The
Georgian alphabet and the Latin equivalents of each of its letters appear on pages 1-2.

“Georgian alphabet with prayers” — on the first seven pages is presented the
Georgian alphabet in Mkhedruli script, on the other pages there are prayers, beliefs,
ten commandments, hymns of the Mother of God in Georgian. The same material
is given in Latin. Despite the errors, both editions are important.

The important work of the missionary Francisco-Maria Maggio’s — “A work on
the Eastern Languages Spoken on the Territory of Georgia” (Rar. 860) printed in
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Rome with the permission of the Sacred Congregation for Propagating the Faith, is
in fact first textbook of Georgian grammar published in Europe.

The printing house, founded by Vakhtang VI in 1709, laid the foundation for
national printing, which lasted until 1722. In Ch. Sharashidze’s Rare Editions Room
(K. Kekelidze Georgian National Center of Manuscripts) are presented eight books
released by the printing press of King Vakhtang: 1. “Gospels” (Rar 8/3), Property
of King Alexander of Imereti; 2. Acts of Apostols (Rar 4/3), 3. Prayer, 1710 (Rarl5
/ 1); 4. Kontakia, 1710 (Rar 51/2); 5. Teaching of Germanus Hieromonk “How to
teach a student”, 1711 (Rar 12/1°); 6. Psalms, 1711; 7. [Shota Rustaveli] “The Man
in the Panther Skin” (Rar 6/3) and 8. Horologion, 1717 (Rar 14/1°).

The Thbilisi printing house was renovated in 1749 by the efforts of Erekle II and
Anton the Catholicos. The center preserves 27 copies of the ten titles of Erekle’s
printing press: Paracletike 1772 (Rar 35/4), Pentecostarion 1788 (Rar 51/4) and oth-
ers. Of particular importance is the [Supplication to the Virgin] 1795 (1/1), which
is considered to be the only surviving specimen in Georgia.

After the raid of Tbilisi by Agha-Mohammad Khan in 1795, the publication of
books stopped here. The initiative to resume printing was taken over by Western
Georgia: in 1800-1817 Imereti and Racha became the centers of book printing. All
the books published during these years are preserved in Chr. Sharashidze’s Room of
the Rare Editions, including the first Georgian miniature (tiny) book “The Prayer of
the Mother of God”, which was printed in the village of Tsesi.

In Chr. Sharashidze’s Room of the Rare Editions (K. Kekelidze Georgian Na-
tional Center of Manuscripts) is presented a “Bible” which was published in the
printing press founded in Moscow by the Goergin nobles moved to Russia — Bakar
and Vakhushti Batonishvili and Ioane Samebeli. The publication of the “Bible” was
the dream of several generations of Georgians residing in Russia. In addition to the
“Bible”, the Center preserves a number of exhibits of the printing house of loseb
Samebeli and several remarkable books published by the printing house of Athanasius
Tbileli, who resided in Moscow.
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Ketevan Pavliashvili

Member of Tskhum-Abkhazian Academy of Sciences

CURRENT CHURCH PROCESSES IN UP TO DATE
ABKHAZIA AND QUESTION
OF AUTHOKHEPHALIA OF “ABKHAZIAN CHURCH”

To definition in current church processes in up to date Abkhazia, indisput-
able to find out those principal questions, which form problems in Abkhazian
Eparchy.

Carried researches results in the last years, indispute the main problems in
Abkhazia.

They are:

1. Historical place of Abkhazian Epharchy in international policy;

2. The place of “Abkhazian Church” in the international policy and it’s “Troas
hourse” “s function in the struggle for the chuarchial priority (The “cold war”
‘s question between Vatikan, Constantinopole and Moscow patriarcathy);

3. The skizma’s provoke purposes, reasons, possible results and the sup-
posed ways of overcome problems in “Abkhazian Church”;

4. The question of authokephalia of “Abkhazian Church”; Church groups,
contrast political-church oriantations;

5. The question of authokephaly of “Abkhazian Church” and the Church
meeting in Kreta.
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GEORGIAN PEACE PARADIGM - PERSPECTIVES ON
UNIVERSITY DIPLOMACY

For Georgia, the 30 years of non-systemic dismantling of the Soviet system,
and the nation’s state-building course has turned out to be full of contradictions. On
the outset of the post-Soviet space transformation, we, like several other countries,
were betrayed by our political intuition, having not been able to escape the “mines”
planted by the empire — especially the imposed ethnopolitical conflicts, whose trag-ic
consequences still affect the Georgian state and society.

It is a fact that the highly intellectual Georgian nation and the Georgian state are

faced with a challenge: to ensure unity, prosperity, and a secure, guaranteed future
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of Georgia. To reach these goals, the primary task is the resolution of the so-called
ethno-political conflicts. Using the way of pragmatic reasoning, the achievement of
this goal demands the following:

Change the attitude toward the conflict in Abkhazia, which has remained un-
re-solved since 1993, by first of all changing the governmental attitude.

Recognize that the reason for procrastinating on a solution to the conflict is
not because of a lack of a proposed prospect of settlement, but because our blurred
vision and the fact that we do not see the proper way of executing this settlement.

Revive the dialogue surrounding the Abkhazia conflict. This dialogue, if ap-
proached correctly, will not put the country in deadlock by heaping additional diffi-
culties on to it; on the contrary, it will be rendered as a latent opportunity to break
the existing deadlock, which will lead to a new path forward in trans-forming Georgia
into a full-fledged state.

It is exactly this idea, born of the inner need and the attempt of its realization,
that makes the present work, Georgian Paradigm of Peace, not only a theoretical
work, but one which has practical value (nothing is more practicable than a good
theory). In fact, by way of following the political rules, it creates the possibility of
making a profound change in our thinking about peaceful coexistence with other
nations and countries. This is also a chance to create a new and more desirable
nar-rative, to change the existing given and, consequently, to alter the Georgian state,
its fate, and, ultimately, its future.

The paper presents a new direction of education policy: “University Diplomacy”
as a renovated mission of the university, a modern form of peacebuilding, and a new
type of International Relations and diplomacy.

University Diplomacy makes clear that:

The way to resolve the main problem of Georgia’s sovereignty and unity—con-
flict—is peaceful and utilizes universal values based on humanism: education, science
(education’s highest achievement), and the healthiest, most motivated and pragmatic
part of society—the youth. Clearly, all three components come together and coexist
peacefully only in a free university space. Unfortunately, however, in the modern
world, the university, which, along with its basic educational function, is an indicator
of the peace process, has not adequately developed from its origins to properly situ-
ate itself in the greater society, and has failed to realize its historical responsibility.

The idea of the university is in crisis, however. The university, as a universal
model, due to its great possibilities, has the internal resources to prove its viabili-
ty, and is able to fill the political field of the peace strategy with more university
resources, actively involve the political field, and, moreover, transform itself into
the epicenter of the peace process. By the example of Georgia, we mean not the
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university in general, but the Sokhumi State University in particular the “victim of
poli-tics” — that shares the fate of the country, the living organism that connects Ab-
kha-zia with the rest of Georgia. The University, issuing from its strategic importance
(there are several “refugee universities” in the world with a similar fate) has the
opportunity to simply bring into the academic space the theme in question, to unify
the non-university community, and to establish a scientific-humanistic dialogue with
the parties of the conflictfirst and foremost, the government (along with civil society,
international organizations, and “parties”), to determine the causes of the conflict and
to propose a real settlement of the problem instead of entering the conflict or using
the nation’s already-deficient energy on fighting the consequences of the conflict.

To achieve the goal of peacebuilding, the work of the university must encom-pass
not only the transformation, but also the creation of qualitatively new knowl-edge—
new life. This knowledge will lead to the search for and merging of the university
with the second essential subject (the only peaceful one) of diplomacy, as the science
of negotiation and the art of communication.

The coupling of two compatible entities—university and diplomacy-has created a
new paradigm: “from theory to action.” This paradigm is neither a mere formality
nor a recasting of a classical model of diplomacy, but a completely new kind of
international relations. University Diplomacy is a conflict-regulatory system (not just
of ethno-political or indigenous conflicts) that does not merely service or critique the
field of International Relations, but stands on its own as a new means of ensuring
peace.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE ON RUSSIAN OCCUPIED
TERRITORY OF ABKHAZIA

Today on the occupied territory of Abkhazia the situation is as follows
violations of fundamental human rights, such as the right to life, possession —
inviolability of personal property, education in  mother tongue, mobility, work,
worship in native language etc.

Vandal acts are systematically implemented towards historic-architectural mon-
uments by the occupation regime, there is an active process of elimination of
“historic witnesses” through cultural heritage. The ultimate goal of the occupants and
separatist forces is to alter, distort or destroy the appearance of historic-architectural
buildings, to facilitate the process of falsifying history and educating youth with
it. Such vandalism took place on the following historic constructions: Bedia Monas-
tery (10" c.), lori Church (11" ¢.), Dranda Cathedral (6" c.), Chuburkhinji St.George
Church (19" ¢.). In autumn 2016 the wall at the altar of Anacopia Fortress Church
was completely demolished and in 2017 Tsebelda church was  destroyed (8" -9™
cc., restored in the 19" c.).

Argent restoration/ conservation work are needed to:- Likhni Temple(10" c.),
Mokvi Cathedral (10" c¢.), Tsandripshi Church (6" c.), Church of the St. Simon
Kananeli (7" -8" cc.), Ambara Church (7" — 8" ¢c.), Kamani Church (11* ¢), Tsebelda
Fortress (early middle ages), Bagrati Fortress (10" — 11%"), Besleti Bridge (10" — 11%),
ruins of the palace of the rulers of Abkhazia, Shervashidze ( 16" — 17" cc.) and
other historic — architectural buildings.

According to the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia, nowadays there are 176 historic-architectural buildings on the territory
of Abkhazia and only 8 of them are in good condition, up to 40 in average
condition, and the rest about 140 monuments are in need of urgent study and
appropriate restoration / conservation work. However, due to the Russian occupation
PS(BS impossible to carry out these works.
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Heritage Preservation

THE PROCESS OF GRANTING THE STATUS OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE MONUMENT TO THE HISTORICAL-
ARCHITECTURAL BUILDINGS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORY
OF ABKHAZIA AND ITS IMPORTANCE

As a result of the war in Abkhazia in 1992-1993, ethnic cleansing was carried
out. About 250 000 Georgians left Abkhazia, among the ethnically displaced Geor-
gians there were also citizens of other nationalities.

The territory of Abkhazia has been an important part of the Georgian cultural and
political space since old time onwards and is a region of Georgia, where the state,
official, liturgical and literary language was Georgian. The ancestors of Georgians and
Abkhazians jointly created those common cultural values that have a worthy place
in the list of Georgian cultural heritage.

At the beginning of 2015, in the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Au-
tonomous Republic of Abkhazia was created a service for the protection of cultural
values. “Cultural Values Protection and Promotion Program” was launched, within the
framework of which various projects were planned. During the work, it was found
out that the architectural-historical objects located in the territory of Gali district
were not included in the list of cultural heritage monuments. In this direction, the
Service for the Protection of Cultural Values started working from the day of its
creation, accordingly, to the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage
of Georgia was sent the registration cards of five historical-architectural buildings of
the Municipality of Gali, prepared in our service based on the materials provided
by the Gali Educational Resource Center, in order to include the mentioned objects
in the list of cultural heritage. On the basis of the prepared accounting cards, five
churches of Gali Municipality — Chkhortoli,! Okumi,> Ghumurishi,®> Tchchi, Epiphany*

National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia, meeting of the Strategic Issues
Section of the Council for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, report N18, January 27, 2015.

2 ibid.
3 ibid.
Order of the General Director of the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of
Georgia N2/88; May 6, 2015, regarding granting the status of an immovable monument of cultural
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and Chuburkhinji St. George’s cathedrals' and the Tsarche fortress> were awarded
the status of cultural heritage monuments of Georgia based on the decision of the
National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia. Accordingly, there
was a reason to apply the conditions of protection provided by the status of cultural
heritage monument to the mentioned monuments.

The process of granting the status of a monument continued in the following
years as well. In agreement with the Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage,
registration cards were prepared based on old passports (since field work on the
monuments could not be carried out at the moment). The status of the monument
was awarded to various buildings of Gali, Ochamchiri and Sukhumi municipalities,
in total 41 historical-architectural objects.

Assigning the status is the first step in securing an object. This topic should
be divided into two parts: one is declaration, the other is possibilities. Due to the
lack of financial or other (in this case, occupation) opportunities, we cannot refuse
to declare, because the inventarization of cultural heritage monuments is a continu-
ous process. If we don’t have the opportunity today, we will have it tomorrow. In
addition, the status of the monument allows for a legal response in case of damage
of a building, whether local or international. Therefore, fearing that we currently
cannot control the territory, we should not stop the process of inventarization of the

cultural heritage monuments.

heritage to valuable objects from the point of view of cultural heritage.
' ibid.
Order of the General Director of the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of

Georgia N2/146, July 2, 2015, regarding granting the status of an immovable monument of cultural
heritage to valuable objects from the point of view of cultural heritage.
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dgmo Mgamadgb@ob dobgogoom. (mego 1. dgbema 2. 3mbEHmmal mMmasbnbdygds,
dnbmo 4, 6.) beenm goMEs 280bs, gogfmmb yzgmes Bgbodmm 3moGgm®madal go-
8mygbgdom Bmombmgmb 8obo dgbema 5.1.-0b JgbEmmgds, HmIgmoag 98dmBL:
. Gsoends  bgemdgd amgeds dbsmggdds, Gmdmgddsiy bbgs dscoema  bgmdyd-
J3Gacro dbomols §gmodmmnol oremosbn ob bsboenmdmngo mygm3scz0s dmob-
@obyl, dgbodmmgdemnmdolb gomgemgddn dbsmn @b @ongommb mimdomydaemo
Bgogmtoolb  gmmzgbaemo bgmobagmmgdob doemobbdygsb dobo  jmenda@maemo
Robgmemmdgdolb @sozg0obs o dgbsmbanbgdol «dmmbsgemboymaoc.

3565 Dgdmombadbamabs, dmblbgbgds dggbgds samgmgg 3mb3ggbz00b 3g-2
md8oom gomzgomnbbBobgdamo dgbadmgdmmdgdal as8mygbgdslb LasgdoMmggmmb
dbomob dogM, 3gMdme:

> 000065330 mMImmb 3osg0b 3mb3zg6(300L 3MBo@g@Meb sxgbsbgmda Log®-
®5dm@obm doboolb B0gmgbol dmmbmgboo,

> Bmombmgmlb  §gdbogm®o s  Gabsbbymo  obdemgds  Lbgswsbbges
80b6om, 8o FmMal Lobdmasmgdal gobsmgobmdogmgdgma 3983560980l
a0bbabm@(309mgdmo,

> 3godndomb 3g-2 mgdoom gomgzsmabbobgdama aodmagmgdamo LEsE-
Lob 8abomgdo Loga®m ©m3ndgbGons 9o asdm@Rgmm dgamdy.

3mblbgbgdol ©obggbom Bobaemdn Fodmbomumos sagmzg ob bagdnsbmdes,
Gm3mob go6g35 gdmosm sMsbadmagmmdm oy 33300 MmEMasbodbszgdl
bg3mombadbyyma J8ggdgdol bgmdgbobymdow. gl Logdasbmds 393300 gds
33e030L, Imbozgdms BmaMmmggdol, aoe8mB3gdol, sbomadbs s gozmzgmy-
b5 bbgowabbgs @sobsdgommgg &gdbmmmaon@o  badysmgdol ©obdsmgdoo,
mammoes obEebogmo dmbonmgds, dsm ImMab Laggmodnmo gmEmame-
Bocgds, 39mbsobgmmmdsgam bob@gdgdo s bbgs Log@nma oy 3gm3mbszg-
8980L o(330L s BoEadal bgmbobymgda.
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Chairperson of the Georgian National Committee of the Blue Shield

ISSUES OF CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION IN THE
OCCUPIED TERRITORY OF ABKHAZIA IN LIGHT OF THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HAGUE CONVENTION

The introductory presentation to the panel discussion “Issues of cultural heritage
protection in the occupied territory of Abkhazia in light of the implementation of
the Hague Convention” reviews the concept of the Hague Convention for the Pro-
tection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and the possibilities of
its implementation in Georgia.

The Hague convention is part of international humanitarian law, also called the
law of war treaty. It was Adopted as a result of the devastated destruction and loss of
cultural properties witnessed by the international community during WW II. Georgia
is party to the convention and its 1% protocol from 1954 since 1992, and the 1999
2" protocol — since 2009.

The convention protects movable or immovable property of great importance to
the cultural heritage of every people, irrespective of origin or ownership. Parties of
the convention undertake to prepare in time of peace in order to avoid destruction
of cultural properties.

The presentation further reviews the situation of monitoring the state of cultural
heritage in the occupied Abkhazia and the actions taken towards it by the Georgian
authorities over the decades.

Before the occupation more than 200 immovable cultural heritage sites have been
inventoried in Abkhazia. The Georgian side has over the decades been deprived of
the possibility to Monitor the state of repair of these sites. Almost the same holds
true for the international organizations, as neither the international heritage experts
have been able to thoroughly assess and monitor the state of cultural sites there due
to the lack of agreement among all the parties to the conflict (The only UNESCO
monitoring mission that ever took place was in 1997).

Following the discussion of the above two topics, the presentation points out
the provisions of the Hague Convention, for at least the theoretical implementation
of which, there are measures and possibilities. Despite the difficulty of their imple-
mentation, which relates to the specific political context of the conflict, the mecha-
nisms, activation of which the state could request UNESCO, could be: 1. Granting
of special protection status to sites of great importance 2. Appointment of delegates

and a Commissioner-General for Cultural Property according to Regulations for the
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Execution of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict, Chapter 1, Organization of Control, Article 4. Besides, to use all the
UN fora to request the implementation of Article 5.1. of the convention: “Any High
Contracting Party in occupation of the whole or part of the territory of another High
Contracting Party shall as far as possible support the competent national authorities
of the occupied country in safeguarding and preserving its cultural property.*

In addition to the above, the presentation also refers to the possibilities of im-
plementation of the provisions of the second protocol by the Georgian Sate Party
and more particularly to:

— Cooperate with the international committee for the Protection of Cultural Prop-
erty in the Event of Armed Conflict on the deployment of an international monitoring
mission to Abkhazia;

— Request technical and financial assistance from the fund with the purpose of
implementing awareness raising campaigns and other activities related to the imple-
mentation of the convention;

— Prepare documentation for inscription of one outstanding monument in Abkha-

zia in the list of enhanced protection.

The concluding remarks of the presentation also mention the activities which the
non-governmental and research organizations could undertake in order to support the
above initiatives. These activities concern research, collection and verification of data,
analysis and dissemination and also utilizing remote sensing tools such as satellite
imagery, GIS and other tools for storing and analyzing of spatial and geodata useful
for reviewing and monitoring the state of cultural properties.
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Ly, 4. Igbommmads doggnbomnbodn 8. mamadasbs s Bysmadgody, Hd-11226.

3Emos  3m@bgmo  3939madal  babgmmdal  LogdoGoggmmb  bgmbsbgmos
96m3bge (3968G30
Fig. 4. Donation to the Bichvinta Cathedral of the estates located on the Ghalidzga and
Tskalidzga rivers, Hd-11226. Kept at vKorneli Kekelidze Geogian National Centre of
Manuscripts
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